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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Dear Fellow Alumnae, 
It has been an eventful and busy year for the NAA. I have a lot of exciting developments to share with you. 
First and foremost is the revised and expanded MGH NAA Mission statement. 


The mission of the Association is to support nursing education and professional development, community 
engagement, research, and to record and maintain the history of nursing at MGH. 


In the fall of 2019, we conducted our first formal survey of our members and were overwhelmed with the 
positive response. The vast majority of MGHNAA alums highly valued our association - the community con- 
nections that are fostered through our publications and annual Homecoming events, the scholarships and 
awards we continue to provide to nurses, our research and community outreach, and the history of MGH nurs- 
ing that we endeavor to preserve. 


From our Strategic Planning Session in October 2019, the Board determined plans for the coming years 
based on the input received from our members. 


Underway are updating our bylaws, broadening our committee structure to enable the active engagement of 
more members, updating our website, including enabling online dues payments and contributions, and the abil- 
ity to distribute updates and publications electronically, expanding our history initiatives and exploring our 
community outreach interests including nursing research. 


We are contacting members who have expressed interest volunteering to assist the NAA. With the advances 
and tools in technology, we will be increasing our use of conference calls and emails to accomplish the work 
remotely, which many have expressed interest doing. 


Important for maintaining our communication is to notify the NAA office via call or email of any 
change in your address, phone number or email. 


Maintaining your active status by paying your dues by March 1* going forward is key to supporting the work 
of the MGHNAA. (Note that this is a new guideline.) For this year, please pay your dues as soon as possible. 
We will be emailing or mailing dues reminders at intervals to assist with maintaining your active status. 


In addition to all our current and new initiatives, we will be planning for the 150" Anniversary of the MGH 
School of Nursing in 2023 at Homecoming. We welcome your ideas and help to make it a most memorable 
and spectacular event, and will be sending more information about our plans in due course. 


Wishing Health and Happiness in the future. 


Ann Quealy 
President 
MGHNAA 


MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 


Greetings, 

Current membership is 777 active members (dues paid), 648 inactive, 1475 lost. Our mailing/post office diffi- 
culties last summer led us to review much of our database information. This has resulted in a more accurate 
account of both demographics & member status. We discovered that many individuals we had listed as lost had 
died. As editor, I have been trying to include in each issue anyone who has not been previously mentioned or 
listed as deceased. 

Through our history and archives work I’ve discovered that the graduates of this school as it existed from 
1873 through 1981, are a unique group, perhaps due in part to the nature of the work and the kind of people 
drawn to it, but also because of the hospital itself with its mostly unspoken but pervasive expectation of excel- 
lence. Because of that uniqueness I feel obliged to record something about the lives we’ve led, in order that 
future generations might understand something of us. The early histories are well-documented but more recent 
lives are not. This is an effort to preserve part of our story. 

Our new part-time support person, Tara Harris, has assumed management of the database going forward. She 
will also be responding to some emails and telephone calls. 

This is my 10th year of editorship and I would like to step aside after this year and spend more of my time on 
history projects. So if there is anyone with computer skills and an interest please contact the office or myself 
directly: sfisher80@comcast.net. Susan Fisher ‘66 


ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE ORGANIZATION 


ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 


September 28, 2019 
Minutes 


The meeting was called to order at 10:09 am by Ann Quealy, President. 
Ann welcomed the membership to the Annual General Meeting. 


Secretary’s Report: Mary Beth Schmidt read the minutes of the Annual Business Meeting of September 27, 
2018 which had been published in the winter edition of The Record. There were no questions or comments. A 
motion was made and was seconded to accept the minutes. 


Treasurer’s Report: Susan Zahka gave the treasurer’s report. For the fiscal year ending December 31, 2018, 
the MGH Nurses Alumnae Association received a total of $46, 293.25 from dues, fund drives, donations, bank 
account interest and educational and Homecoming events. Of this amount $35,203.01 was received from 
dues, donations and the annual fund drive. Our accounting firm continues to keep our accounts in order and all 
office duties continue to be assumed by the Board of Directors. A copy of the full financial report is on file in 
the Alumnae office and is available for review. A motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer’s re- 
port. 


Ann Quealy provided the membership numbers. There are 848 active members which included 11 IHP gradu- 
ates, 2 Honorary and 7 Special. In 2018 there were 944 inactive members and 1477 lost members. 


Ann Quealy reported that her first year as president has been busy. She acknowledged the Board membership 
doing a great job, taking their responsibility seriously as they assumed the tasks that Marlene Norton had man- 
aged for many years. Ann notes that the primary mission is to support nursing education and preservation of 
the history of Nursing at MGH. 


As communicated in Beyond the Cap, the Board has contracted with Kathy Plazak, a person with lengthy ex- 
perience with nonprofit organizations to assist with planning for the future, as the MGHNAA membership is 
declining. The finance committee will be making recommendations at our retreat on October 19, 2019. The 
final report as a result of this retreat will be in the March, 2020 Record. 


Ann reported the following election results: 

Sheila Burke for Vice President, 2019-2221 

Susan Zahka for Treasurer 2019-2221 

Susan Fisher and Susan Emery for Board of Directors 2019-2221 

Elizabeth Compagnone for Chairman of the Nominating Committee 2019-2221. 
Motion was made and seconded to destroy the Ballots. 


Ann announced that the MGH Nursing History Committee received the Patricia R. Austen RN History Award 
in May, 2019. Ann Quealy has copies of the award acceptance speech and can distribute them. Many mem- 
bers of the Board are members of the History committee and 3 are members of the American Association for 
the History of Nursing. Donations of memorabilia to the Archives can be made by contacting committee 
members. The committee is seeking volunteers to assist with cataloging as they prepare for the 150" anniver- 
sary of the School of Nursing in 2023. 


Ann Quealy acknowledged May and Tom Chin for their interest, time and support for the MGHNAA, espe- 
oot the Finance Committee. Members of the Board were acknowledged and thanked for their dedication 
this year. 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:24 am. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Mary Beth Schmidt, Secretary 


ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE ORGANIZATION 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 


Sally Johnson and Felicia Fullerton Scholarship Committee 


The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that a Felicia Fullerton/Sally Johnson 
Scholarship was awarded in 2019 to Susan Doherty Gabriel (1980). She is pursuing a 
Masters in Nursing Education at Southern New Hampshire University. We wish Susan 
well as she pursues her educational interests. 

We hope that more people will take advantage of these scholarships in the future. Nurs- 
es may apply for scholarships up to a lifetime amount of $12,000.00 currently. Applica- 
# tions may be found at the back of The Alumnae Record . They may also be obtained from 
“#7 \ the Alumnae Office or on line at www.mghsonalumnae.org. We request that applications 
be submitted by May, but will welcome them at other times as well. Requirements are 

. listed on the application and include preference given if applying for a nursing degree, but 
pursuing education in a related field is permissible. Recipients must be active (dues paid) members . 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lucy Nisotel, Chair 


. Annabella McCrae Loan Fund Committee 


No loans were applied for again this year. We continue to offer low interest educational 
loans (2% and 4%) for tuition to those pursuing education in nursing or related fields. The 
| applicant needs to have exhausted the Fullerton and Johnson Scholarship Fund money. 
There is no prepayment penalty. Interest begins to accrue in the second year of repayment. 
Requirements are on the application and include remaining an active member in good 

| standing (dues paid) for the life of the loan. Currently nurses from the MGH School of 

| Nursing and MGH Institute School of Nursing (must be a member of the MGH nursing 
alumnae) may apply for loans up to $12,000.00. Applications may be found in the Alum- 
nae Record or obtained from the Alumnae Office. Applications are welcome at any time but spring is pre- 
ferred in order to expedite the approval process. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lucy Nisotel, Chair 


Bertella Tompkins Fund Committee 

This fund was established in 1991 by the estate of Bertella Tompkins (class of 1905), 
“for the benefit of graduates of the MGH School of Nursing.” Income from the fund is 
used to assist active or complimentary members with health-related expenses not covered 
by insurance or other payment source. Three alumnae members were assisted with medi- 
cal expenses in 2019. The fund is also available for projects or major functions that will 
benefit the membership as a whole. Requests are made in writing to the committee chair 
and receipts for costs incurred are required. Major project funding requires approval by 
the Board. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Caira, Chair 


Heslin Fund Committee 

Phyllis Brissette Heslin was class of 1939. Her obituary in the Quarterly Record of 
Spring, 1999 notes that she wrote the Question & Answer column in the AJN for “many 
years.” She taught at the SON for a number of years. The total of the estate received in 
2002 was $284,413.76 in unrestricted funds. At the annual meeting in 2002 a vote ap- 
proved the use of the money for historical or archival purposes and the promotion of the 
nursing profession. The fund was used to substantially support the Sundial nursing com- 
memorative sculpture and is currently being used to support our oral history, digitiza- 
tion and other history-related projects. 


Communications and Publications Committee 

This past year the annual edition of The Record was sent to all active and complementary members of the 
NAA. Two editions of the newsletter, Beyond the Cap, were sent to all graduates for whom we had a cur- 
rent address. Dues notices are included in the fall issue and Homecoming details in the spring issue. 

The deadline for submitting class news and other information for The Record has been extended to January 
31st, with a publication target of March 15th. Please note that materials submitted for publication, including 
class news, should now be sent to the office (mghnursealumnae@partners.org) or to the editor 
(sfisher80@comceast.net). Email is preferred but material can also be sent regular mail to the office. This is 
a change from past years. 

Communication and publications are dependent on the membership in order to function. Your responses 
to the surveys tell us you value the publications, especially the class news. To continue to be interesting and 
relevant we must (a) be able to maintain contact, that is, have current addresses and emails for active and 
inactive members, and (b) continue to receive news of the classes. 

This year have we made a major effort to bring our database current. You will note a longer “in memori- 
am” list as one result. We are revitalizing the class representatives, now called “class agents,” to make sure 
each class has a point person to facilitate communication back and forth. 

From its beginnings The Record included articles by graduates working in various specialty areas, or let- 
ters from those working in foreign countries. These are fascinating to read now and, it turns out, historically 
important, as we discovered doing our WWI research. If members have a story to tell (and everyone does) 
please consider sharing it with us. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Fisher, Chair 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 


Each year the MGHNAA gives five $5000 scholarship awards to students in the MGHIHP School of 
Nursing. Each of the awards is named, with three going to students in the DEN program and two going to 
students in the Accelerated BSN program. Below is a summary of the criteria for each award, along with 
some description of its namesake and the name of the student who received the award in 201 and 2019. 


Ruth Sleeper Scholarship 


Ruth Sleeper was a distinguished graduate of the MGH SON class of 1922. She was 
the Director of the MGH School of Nursing and Nursing Service and from 1946 to 
1966. She worked diligently for the advancement of nursing and early on saw the 
need for higher nursing education. In 1945 she helped facilitate the affiliation of 
Radcliffe College with MGH School of Nursing that continued for a number of years. 
Throughout her tenure as director she continued to encourage the expansion of nurs- 
ing education and promoted nursing research. She was a national leader, having been 
the National League for Nursing’s first president and having received the prestigious 
Florence Nightingale award. She had a vision of nursing education being at the 
Master’s level at MGH and actively advocated for this and for all health professions. 
This led directly to the establishment of the IHP. She was much loved in her role as 
an instructor and as Director. She was kind, gentle, soft-spoken but firm, always al- 
lowing time in her busy schedule to teach classes and work with students directly. 


The recipient in 2019 was Alexandra Belzer 


Adele Corkum Scholarship 


This Scholarship honors the memory of a beloved graduate of the MGH School of 
Nursing, class of 1934. Her dedication to the School, the hospital, and the Alumnae 
Association was immeasurable. From 1934-1940 she was a head nurse, assistant 
night supervisor from 1940-1942, and then was appointed as supervisor of the White 
Building surgical wards and instructor in surgical nursing from 1942-1960. In 1960 
she became the Assistant Director for the Baker Memorial, the role in which she 
served until her retirement. Corky (as she was known), exemplified the qualities of 
leadership and discipline, yet she was a strong advocate for her nursing students and 
staff and showed caring for all who were in her presence. During the years of 
WWII, sustaining extracurricular activities was very important for students and with 

=! a shortage of senior nurses available on the home-front, she volunteered her time and 
ete the Pricer to the student council. She had keen insight into the needs of the students and remained 
a great favorite of theirs. In words said by her minister at her memorial service in 1986, “Corky was our 
friend and mentor. She was truly a mother to us all. She animated our living and listened to our fears. She 
guided us, disciplined us, organized us, set high standards and expected our best efforts. She made lists for 
us, gave precious gifts to us, and even named our transgressions for us. But, the discipline was embroidered 
with compassion; the high standards gilded with great expectations. Her nursing was not just a profession, 
but a way of life. She elicited from us only what she demanded of herself. Her leadership was born of 
love. Her power, strength and love touched our lives.” Corky died suddenly on Easter Sunday, 1986. She 
was on her way to Easter Services at the Old West Church on Cambridge Street. She had a cart with food 
for the reception, and freshly laundered vestments for the minister. Per usual, she was helping others. In 
choosing the recipient for this award, we look for someone who embodies the qualities of Adele Corkum — 
admirable, diligent, extraordinary, loyal, energetic, loving, caring, inspiring, spiritual, kind, understanding, 
insightful, and always looking out for others. 


The recipient in 2019 was Christine Fasolas 


Loyd Nichols Staats Scholarshi 

The Loyd Nichols Staats Scholarship is established under the aegis of the Massachu- 
setts General Hospital Nurses’ Alumnae Association (MGHNAA) Endowed Fund at the 
Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) Institute School of Nursing. It is presented to a 
student in the Accelerated BSN program at the start of the final semester to assist with 
tuition cost. 

This scholarship was founded by Mary Hortense Staats, a resident of Ohio who gradu- 
ated from the MGH School of Nursing in 1937. She continued her education, obtaining 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing Education from Columbia University and a Master of 
Health Education from Boston University as well as a certificate from Simmons College 
for Women in Public Health Nursing. She worked in public health nursing with the 
Boston Visiting Nursing Association, and as a school nurse and Health Department nurse in Montclair NJ, 
and in the rehabilitation program of the Community Health Society of New York City. In February 1943, 
she entered the Navy Nurse Corps from which she retired in 1964. Her service career included front line 
duty in World War II at US Mobile Hospital Ten, Command South Pacific at the Russells, British Solomon 
Islands and US Mobile Hospital Five, Noumea, New Caledonia. In retirement she lived on a farm, showing 
and breeding Santa Gertrudis beef cattle. Her hobby was genealogical and historical research and was ac- 
tive in many organizations. Born in 1908 she was the oldest of three children but the only one to live past 
the age of ten. She died in 1994 at the age of 86. Her estate funded a scholarship for nursing students to be 
set up by the MGH Nurses’ Alumnae Association in memory of her brother Lloyd who died at when he was 
just one year old. 

The faculty of the Accelerated BSN Program nominates and selects the individual to receive this Scholar- 
ship annually. 


The recipient in May 2018 was Alyssa Carroll 


Mary Flannery Caira Scholarshi 


The Mary Flaherty Caira award was established in 2014. Mary graduated from MGHSON in 
1959. While raising a family and working full time she went on to receive her BSN and a Mas- 
ters in Healthcare Administration. She has served the NAA in multiple capacities for 55 years 
and is currently chair of the Tompkins fund. 

The criteria for the award include a dedicated student in the master’s degree in nursing _ pro- 
gram in good academic standing, who has completed the generalist program at the MGHIHP 
and who is actively engaged in the educational process while concurrently employed. A 
professional nursing student whose clinical proficiency, leadership, education, and mentoring 
skills demonstrate a dedication to quality patient and family care and a professional nursing 
student whose dedication to advance professional practice includes a commitment to serve in 
organized professional groups and associations whose mission is to advance, support and lead professional prac- 
tice and the individuals likewise committed. The award was established June 25, 2014. 


The recipient in 2019 was Max Stern 


Miriam “Mim” Huggard Scholarship 


Miriam “Mim” Huggard, a 1931 graduate of the MGH School of Nursing, spent her entire 
career at the Massachusetts General Hospital. Mim was born and raised in New Brunswick 
Canada and entered the MGH Training School for Nurses in 1928. She worked as a staff 
nurse in the Baker Memorial Building and in 1942 she was appointed a Nursing Supervisor 
in the MGH Phillips House and a part time nursing instructor in the MGH Staff Education 
Department. From 1965 to her retirement in 1976, Mim served with distinction as the Direc- 
tor of the MGH Phillips House Nursing Service. Following her retirement she remained at 
MGH, volunteering countless hours in various areas including the MGHNAA where she con- 
tinued to support the association through board membership, committee work and as the 
NAA historian. In addition, from 1939 until its closure in 1980, Mim was the Treasurer of 
the Sick Relief Fund, a group of MGH graduates who provided support for MGHNAA mem- 
bers who did not have sick pay or health insurance. She volunteered in the MGH Flower Shop three days a 
week and in the MGH Nurses’ Alumnae Office two days a week. In 1997 the MGHNAA awarded her the Un- 
sung Hero Award for her tireless dedication to the Alumnae Association. She was later awarded the Alumnae 
Achievement Award for excellence, innovation, and dedication to the practice of nursing at the 125" Celebration 
of Nursing Education at the MGH in 1998. Mim was a gracious and noble woman who embraced change. Her 
exemplary core values were palpable in her daily work and in her personal life. She was a committed nurse de- 
voted to her patients and a nursing leader dedicated to her staff... Throughout her career Mim exemplified all that 
embodies nursing. As a teacher and mentor she passed this legacy on to countless numbers of MGH nurses. In 
her memory and in honor of her work and dedication to both the MGH and the MGHNAA, this scholarship is 
given to a student in the MGHIHP School of Nursing Accelerated BSN Program at the start of their final semes- 
ter. 

Criteria for the Miriam “Mim” Huggard Scholarship include: demonstration of exemplary clinical skills during 
the first three semesters of the program. (Faculty should give specific examples in letter of recommendation); 
embodiment of the core values identified above that made Mim an exceptional nurse, leader, and mentor. Con- 
sideration for a student who is working or who has worked at the MGH or in lieu of such, a student who is 
placed at the MGH in the Role Immersion/Clinical Elective course in the final semester of the program. 

Faculty of the Accelerated BSN Program should submit letters of recommendation for students who meet the 
criteria by the end of March to the MGH Nurses’ Alumnae Association. Nursing student candidates should sub- 
mit a clinical exemplar/narrative describing a situation that best describes a meaningful nursing experience. The 
MGHNAA Board will make a final decision and award the scholarship prior to the start of the final semester 
(May) to assist with tuition. 


The recipient in May 2018 was Mitchell Kimber 


HOMECOMING REPORT 


Homecoming 2019 


Approximately 110 Alumni, IHP faculty/students, and guests representing classes from 1948 to 1981 
attended Homecoming 2019 which was held again this year at the MGH. The morning program began 
at the Paul Russell Museum with guidance by MGH NAA Alumni Board Members. Again, a very well- 
appointed continental breakfast was provided by the MGH IHP. Good weather blessed us again and 
many alumni were able to walk to and from the Museum and were able to enjoy the Museum Rooftop 
with its views of Beacon Hill. 


Following the museum interlude, the annual business meeting in the O’Keefe Auditorium and was con- 

ducted by Ann Quealy, current MGH NAA president. This was followed by a very well received talk by 
Elizabeth McLellan (1976), President and Founder Partners for World Health, based in Portland Maine. 

Her subject matter was “Human Trafficking, A Personal Perspective.” 


Prior to lunch a wine, cheese and light hors d’oeuvre reception also sponsored by the IHP was held on 
the Bulfinch Lawn/ Wang Building Patio. Lunch followed in the Wang Café. Linne McAleer [1969] 
voluntarily spoke of Elizabeth McLellan’ moving talk and requested donations for Elizabeth’s company. 
The basket was passed and $1772.00 was col- 

lected. 


Congratulations to the Class of 1969 with 26 
Alumnae in attendance celebrating their 50". 
Alumnae celebrating anniversaries: 

1954: 65 years 2 members 

1959: 60 years 8 members 

1964: 55 years 12 members 

1969: 50 years 26 members 

1974: 40 years 1 member 

1979: 45 years 2 members 


Respectfully submitted, 
Roberta Keene Nemeskal [1969] 
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HOMECOMING 2019 


Old friends renew over breakfast at the Paul 
Russell Museum 


i] 
ES 


aie! = ee a 


Elizabeth McLellan, ‘76, speaking about her work (1) and on the job in Bangladesh (r). 


Mary Donnelly Hunter, Joanne Oxley 


Lisa Compagnone *74 Fitzmaurice, Janet Golden Allen, all ‘66 


fiers: 


Army Nurses from the class of ‘69 


left to right: Lorene Peart, Roberta Winn-Keene Nemeskal, Elizabeth Jane McCarthy, Deborah Rehberg 
Hicks, Helen Phelps Rossman, Narinna Baskin. 


HOMECOMING 2020 
I! IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT !! 


The NAA Board is closely monitoring the status of the coronavirus pandemic 
and we are in contact with MGH officials as well. The possibility of cancelling 
this year’s Homecoming is being considered. 


A final decision will be made at the June 16, 2020 Board meeting and we will 
inform you immediately afterwards through the Beyond the Cap newsletter. 


For questions or concerns prior to that date, contact the office by email, 
mghnursealumnae@partners.org or phone, (617) 726-3144. 
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NURSING HISTORY NOTES 


The Nursing History Committee is a multidisciplinary group working under the aegis of MGH Nursing. 
In April 2019 the group was honored to be selected from 23 nominees to receive the Patty Austen History 
Award. The presentation was celebrated in May at the Russell Museum. 


Le 
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L to R: Roberta Nemeskal, Georgia Peirce, Barbara Dunderdale, Patty Austen, Maryellen Doona. Dr. 
John Herman, Susan Fisher; Dr. Paul Russell addresses the group. 


The leadership of the group has changed; we are now co-chaired by Marianne Ditomassi RN, of MGH Nurs- 
ing and Sarah Alger, Russell Museum Director. The group wishes to acknowledge and thank Georgia Peirce 
for her leadership, guidance and friendship over the past ten years; we learned a lot together and accomplished 
much. 

We meet monthly to work on joint initiatives and projects, currently looking forward to major events com- 
memorating Florence Nightingale’s 200th birthday, and the 150th birthday of the MGH SON in 2023. A small 
sub-group within the committee recently had an article accepted for publication in the Online Journal of Issues 
in Nursing, about the evolution and development of this group. 

The MGH NAA has now formed it’s own history committee with many of the same alumnae serving on both 
groups. These are ongoing, committed and energetic groups with an abundance of ideas for future projects. 
We remain an important resource for individuals and/or family members seeking information about relatives 
or their own past in addition to the other work we do. There are volunteer opportunities in all areas. Contact 


the NAA office if you have an interest in participating in any of these efforts to preserve our history and tell 
our story. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan Fisher, Historian 


Visiting a WWI exhibit at the Russell Museum in Spring 2019, Susan Fisher ‘66 and Beth Thomson ‘53 
encountered Dr. John Truman, MGH pediatrician (ret.) serving as docent. In the course of our conversa- 
tion Dr. Truman looked up a reference on his phone. He exclaimed, “Oh, look, here’s a poem about 
MGH.” As he started to read it, Beth & I smiled as we recognized it and began to sing the school song, 
a capella, from memory, much to Dr. Truman’s delight! It was one of those, “only at MGH moments.” 


FEATURE 


The article below has been transcribed from the March, 1956 issue of The Quarterly Record. It was 
written by Ruth Sleeper for The MGH News following the difficult summer of 1955. Pictures from the 
SON archives added - Ed. 


The Poliomyelitis Story 
Massachusetts General Hospital—1955 
Nursing Department 


Statistics from the Admitting Office show that 408 Polio patients were admitted to MGH between July 5 and 
NOvember1, 1955. On one day alone there were thirteen admissions. There were 50 patients in the respirator 
unit. It seems needless to say that all the services of the Hospital were teamed to meet this great emergency. In 
the following article Miss Sleeper has painted vividly a picture of the part played by the MGH during last sum- 
mer’s Polio epidemic. 


The record of the Nursing Department’s contribution to the care of polio patients in the summer of 1955 is the 
summary of the activities of all members of the nursing personnel, and the student nurses and student practical 
nurses in every unit of the Hospital. Although during the acute stage the patients were concentrated on two floors 
in the Baker Memorial and two floors in the White Building, with some acutely ill children on Burnham 5, work- 
ers and students on every ward assumed added duties to give help. Nurses, practical nurses, aides, secretaries and 
students volunteered extra hours. The Phillips House, having given all possible full-time nurses to White 9, 
opened beds to take care of neurological patients, so that White 11 might be available for the growing number of 
acutely ill polio patients. Nurses from the clinics of the MGH planned weekend and evening time in terms of 
ward needs. For many weeks the day, evening and night supervisors pooled their resources to assure a safe staff- 
ing for the respirator ward. 


A review of the staffing situation tells, in part, the story of the impact of the epidemic on the Nursing Depart- 
ment. The first patient, arriving on July 5, and all additional patients arriving during July were absorbed in the 
usual way on White 12. On August | it was necessary to open Baker 6 to polio patients, and to staff the floor for 
special care of paralytic and nonparalytic patients. At this time there were 39 nursing personnel and student nurs- 
es assigned to these patients in the hospital as a whole. 


By this time the urgency of the situation was evident, and activities to meet it were under way. The search for 
personnel to staff the growing polio units became everyone’s responsibility. A notice was posted asking nurses 
and student nurses, under a carefully controlled plan, to volunteer to work additional hours. A six-day week for 
graduate nurses, nurse interns (senior student nurses), and many aides became the common pattern. An appeal 
was sent to members of the Alumnae Association who live in this area. The Staff Education Unit of the Nursing 
Service began a series of classes for all nursing personnel in the Hospital. These classes were designed to teach 
the care of the polio patient, and help in furnishing the emotional support which would enable us as a Department 
to meet the emergency successfully. Contact was maintained with District No.5 of the State Nurses Association, 
which had been designated to recruit nurses from the greater Boston area for the emergency. Instructors from the 
School of Nursing and supervisors, some of whom had previously volunteered at the Children’s Medical center, 
worked now with the Staff Education Unit, and volunteered evening and night hours on the respirator floor to 
orient new workers and teach new procedures. On August 23 the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis was 
asked for 10 nurses. The first nurse to respond arrived from Florida on August 24. Two additional requests to the 
Foundation brought a total of 23 nurses. 


Meanwhile, the nursing was greatly facilitated by the responses from other departments. A stable team of resi- 
dence doctors was in constant attendance. This group provided 24-hour coverage on the respirator floor, and as- 
sured nurses in other units of the immediate availability of doctors in emergencies. Anesthetists were available to 
maintain respiration while patients were taken from their respirators for special care. Oxygen Therapy 
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supplied a man to maintain constant vigilance over respirators and oxygen flow. Housekeeping provided extra 
service to save nursing time. The Laundry worked overtime to maintain an adequate supply of gowns and other 
linen. Purchasing, Stores, Pharmacy and Central Supply delivered on call. Dietary provided coffee in the ward 
kitchens. Social Service was always present when families needed support, or the nurses needed assistance with 
plans for community nursing referrals. The chaplains and ministers from the summer course in Pastoral Care 
added their special support. Secretaries and others came from many departments to help with clerical work or to 
feed patients, as the need indicated. 


By August 30 the patients in respirators numbered 28, and so had grown beyond the limits of care possible on 
White 12. The number of respirators needed was increasing daily. More nurses were needed. At the request of 
the Nursing Department, plans were launched to move the patients in respirators to a larger ward where the nurs- 
ing care might be better organized. Administration, Medicine, Maintenance, Housekeeping, Nursing — all began 
to plan. White 9, the floor selected, was fully occupied by two nursing classrooms, a Dietary Department unit, 
several research units and other offices. The ward had almost no suction in the 32-bed section, and electric out- 
lets were inadequate. 


The record of nursing cannot tell adequately what the Maintenance Department did to supply suction and elec- 
tric outlets overnight, nor how many groups were removed from the ward, nor how the Housekeeping Depart- 
ment made the ward ready for polio patients — all in less than 24 hours. However, we watched the miracle take 
place, and we know that the almost incredible was achieved. While we watched we could not avoid seeing the 
eagerness with which these men approached their opportunity to help, nor fail to notice their fatigue after work- 
ing both day and night to prepare the space and to make safe care possible. Ten student nurses, due to move to 
McLean for their psychiatric nursing affiliation, volunteered to postpone their assignment and were released by 
the McLean Hospital School of Nursing as a part of that Hospital’s contribution. These students shared in the 
moving and supplied some of the badly needed nursing care. Members of the Ladies Visiting Committee trans- 
formed a corridor and an office into a comfortable and attractive lounge for anxious families who came to visit 
patients. The Admitting Office maintained close touch with the over-all situation, relieving the pressures when- 
ever possible. 


The number of patients continued to grow. By the 13 of September 28 nurses and other workers were as- 
signed to Baker 6; 21 to White 11; 22 to Burnham; and 95 to White 9, where there were then 37 patients in respi- 
rators, 22 of whom had tracheotomies. Two Red Cross Aides, especially trained for polio care, had joined us; 23 
nurses had been recruited by the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, but more help was needed. 
Throughout the summer, corpsmen from the Chelsea Naval Hospital and the Naval Shipyard at Charlestown, had 
come to help during the evenings. Usually these men numbered about 15. In late August medical students had 
been secured. About 14 of these men came each night to share in the work of nursing the patients who were in 
respirators. The Cambridge Visiting Nurse Service, the Navy Nurse Corps, the Army Nurse Corps, the Air 


Force — all sent nurses for 2 or more weeks. Some of the local industries loaned nurses for varying periods of 
times. Many of the agencies also paid the nurses while they were on loan. Private nurses added daily to our 
number. The Boston Visiting Nurse Service consulted with us on referrals. Alumnae of our School of Nursing, 
and nurses and volunteers who had previously worked at MGH returned for varying periods of time. 


The nursing problem was two-fold: first, to secure an adequate number of personnel and to bring organization 
into a staff, of which more than half changed daily; second, nursing was also needed for other patients in the Hos- 
pital, who continued to run a high census for this time of the year. 


By September the picture had begun to change. Many patients had gone happily home. Some had been trans- 
ferred to White 5, White 8, and Burnham 5 for rehabilitation. Hubbard tubs had been installed on White 8 and 
Burnham 5. The respirator ward, in July and August a place of silence and sucking bellows, had come to life 
with rocking beds and radios hung on respirators for Red Sox fans to follow their favorite team. There were now 
some 54 trips to the Hubbard tub daily on Burnham 5; there were more children learning to do their exercises, 
more patients to teach — and the innumerable hot packs continued everywhere. On Baker 6 there were days when 
adult patients were lifted 27 times into a bathtub, for there was no special tub on that floor to provide the needed 
care. The demand for nurses was no less; it was merely different. As summer substitutes began to leave us, a 
group of theological students joined the nursing ranks. The nursing Department could understand only too well 
the difficulties of the Physical Therapy Department as it endeavored to stretch its personnel to meet the challenge. 


As Autumn comes, we, with the remaining patients and the few who join us daily, face the long pull ahead. It 
will be many months before our share of the rehabilitation is complete. But the memory of the summer of 1955 
will remain for all of us who shared in any way in the nursing at MGH as a heartwarming though tragic and wea- 
rying experience. It proved again, and in another way, that the Hospital — our Hospital — can meet whatever 
emergency comes to its doors. It renewed our faith that nurses, student nurses and all other nursing personnel can 
be prepared to do their share when needed. It demonstrated the essentiality of every worker in the Hospital in the 
total care of the patient. It reassured us that the members of the Hospital family and our co-workers and friends 
in the community will be ready when needed with both understanding and active support. And the patients have 
left with us examples of faith and courage to remember always. 


Ruth Sleeper, RN Director, 


School of Nursing and Nursing Service 


Hubbard Tub features whirlpool jets, total body immersion. Student attends patient in respirator. 
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PERSPECTIVE, NORTH GROVE STREET 


Main entrance to the hospital, North Grove Street at Cambridge Street, over the years. 
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L: 1916. Walcott & Moseley seen on right in each photo except the last. The West End neighborhood sur- 


rounds the hospital. R: 1925. Cambridge St widened in 1924, showing Miniciello’s Spa (“Mini’s” ), a favorite 
haunt of nursing students then and current location of the Russell Museum. 
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L: c1930. Every building in this view has been demolished. R: 1950. White Building cons 
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L: ariel view, 1963. Note the two open parking lots, later replaced by garages, which are soon to be replaced 
with new buildings. Bulfinch visible behind Walcott and Moseley. R: 2017. Closer view of the main entrance. 
Covid —19 foiled plans to get a current photo from Cambridge Street. 


MGH NURSES SPEAK ABOUT MGH 


Received a note from Joan 
McCarthy Peterson’s (‘51) 
daughter, Paula Duprey saying 
how much Joan loved MGH. 
Jane Hartwell (‘59)I am forever 
thankful for the friends and MGH 
sisters in my life. It was a special 
time of learning and doing in those 
years and the bonds made have 
only grown stronger over the 
years. 


Ruth Blanford Brayton (59) 
She goes on to say that she greatly 
appreciates what she has received 
from the great education and train- 
ing that she was given in our time 
at MGHSON. 


Serving in Vietnam, Sheila Ed- 
monds Long (’65) stated, “I am 
forever grateful that I had the 
MGH education that provided me 
the force to take on whatever it 
took to carry on.” 


“THIS Is IT, THE LAST OF THE BEST” 
Banner hanging from a window at 20 Charles St. 
The MGH Hot Line, June 25, 1981 


(Editor’s note: the NAA survey conducted this past year was filled out by her son, Gerard and returned to 
us, even though his mother, Mary Conroy Cargill (‘44) had died 6 years prior. He says in part: “Mary 
Louise spoke passionately about her experiences at MGH! She married, raised 8 children, went back to work 
till her retirement at 65. She met and kept many lifetime friendships with MGH grads. She worked hard to 
age 90, a caring, sensitive and thoughtful person to all she met. She influenced many lives. Today we have 
12 nurses in our primary family and countless friends and others in the medical field. At her 90" birthday 
party she received 160 guests, many of whom spoke of their admiration for her spunk & outspokenness — 
much of which she learned and developed at MGH.” 

The daughter of Ann B. Walsh Hinman (’47) writes: “My mother was extremely proud of her education 
at MGH. She continued as a member of the alumnae association and attended annual reunions with her 
classmates until a few years ago when she no longer could. My mother had a wonderful career following 
graduation in 1947.” 

Lynne Geever Moretti (‘64), from her classmate’s news: she also loved the skills that her nursing educa- 
tion taught her, giving her satisfaction and serving her well in caring for so many in her personal life and at 
the Columbia Presbyterian Neuro ICU. She is thankful for the training she received at the MGH School 
of Nursing. 

Mary Suslack Vachon (’65) says, “I see my career in death, dying, bereavement and psychiatry as due to 
my education and work experience at MGH. I will forever be honored to say, ‘I am an MGH grad’ and draw 
daily on the education, ways of critical thinking and training I received at MGH. 

Ann Zaia (’81), in an email with her news: I think often about all of the wonderful career opportunities I 
have had because of the amazing foundation MGH SON gave us, the lifelong friendships that we have built 
as aresult, and how much I miss all of you. 
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CLASS NEWS 


Your class representatives, if known, are listed at the beginning of each year with their name and email. Con- 
tact your representative or the NAA office with news. If your class is not mentioned, no news was received. If 
you need addresses or phone numbers, contact the Alumnae Office. Over this past year we have made a major 
effort to bring our membership database current. As a result, many long lost members listed as “inactive” were 
discovered to have died. If this information was new to us, we have listed it here, either in the class news or the 
“In Memoriam.” Your editor feels it is important to record this information for future historians. Kindly let us 
know if you become aware of changes. These women seem to be notable for their long lives, high energy and 
involvement in their communities, in addition to their professional skills. 


1937 


Beatrice Roy Hosford, 92, passed away October 31, 
2007. Born in 1915 in Somerville, MA, she was one 
of seven children, raised by aunts and uncles follow- 
ing the death of their own mother when Bea was 
just two. With the death of their father ten years 
later, Bea and her siblings moved to Beacon Hill in 
Boston where she attended school and then earned 
her diploma from MGH in 1937. She married in 
1941 and after several moves they settled in Daven- 
port IA, where she and her husband raised four chil- 
dren and she earned a bachelor’s degree. She is 
described by her family as independent and strong- 
willed, a feminist intellectual. She attended several 
lowa Caucuses, was a delegate to the National 
Democratic Convention in Miami and was an active 
member of the National Organization of Women 
(NOW), traveling to conferences as far away as Aus- 
tralia. 


Florence H. Angley of Pembroke MA, age 95, died 
November 10, 2010. A graduate of Black River 
Academy of Ludlow Vermont, Florence went on to 
graduate from the MGH School of Nursing. In 1938 
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she married the late John C. Angley, M.D. then of 
Pembroke. Doctor Angley maintained a medical 
practice from their home in Pembroke for over 40 
years. They had seven children, and she is also sur- 
vived by 17 grandchildren and 15 great grandchil- 
dren. She came from the hills of Vermont but 
made a life for herself and her family in Pembroke 
where she spent the past 72 years. 

Up to the time of her death, Florence was active in 
both medical and civic affairs. She was the past 
president of the Woman’s Auxiliary to the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society, past President of the Sa- 
cred Heart Parents Association of Kingston, Ma., 
Prefect of the Ladies Sodality of St. Joseph the 
Workers Church of Hanson, MA, member of the 
Pembroke Republican Town Committee, and active 
participant in the Pembroke Historical Society, the 
Mayflower Society and the Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution. She volunteered weekly as a 
greeter at the Pembroke Council on Aging and was 
a regular camera operator for the Pembroke Cable 
Studio. She asked to be remembered by these 
words she chose from the 1897 poem by Sam Wal- 
ter Foss (1858-1911): “Let me live in a house by the 
side of the road and be a friend to man.” 


1938 


Gertrude Snow Barr, age 103, of Weymouth, MA, 
passed away January 15, 2020. She was born in 
Medford, MA, and graduated Sanborn Seminary in 
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Kingston, NH in 1935. After graduating from MGH 
School of Nursing in 1938, she met her husband, 
Alan Barr, and moved to Groveland, MA, where 
they started a family and she worked at Hale Hos- 
pital for ten years. She later moved to Weymouth, 
MA, and worked for Quincy Hospital until her re- 


tirement. In later years, she enjoyed painting and 
traveling with family. 

A regular attendee at Homecoming for many 
years, she was, as far as we know, our oldest living 
graduate. We will miss her. 


1939 


Elizabeth Crossland Matricaria died in Avon, CT on 
May 19, 2019 at the age of 101 years and 7 
months. She was an unwilling participant in her 
own demise and often declared she wanted to stay 
around to see what was going to happen next. She 
was educated in the Ansonia public school system 
and at the Federal Community College in New Ha- 
ven, before graduating with highest honors from 
the Massachusetts General Hospital School of 
Nursing in 1939. For more than 30 years, Elizabeth 
enjoyed a varied career as a Registered Nurse, in- 
cluding working as a neurosurgical scrub nurse for 
Dr. William German at Yale-New Haven Medical 
Center, and later as a private intensive care nurse, 
giving loving and professional care to all of her 
patients equally. 

A simple listing of her professional accomplish- 
ments would not suffice to explain the woman Eliz- 
abeth was. Her personal family experiences were 
transformative. Elizabeth's mother, Minnie, was one 
of eleven children, born to German immigrants, 
who knew plenty about the struggles faced by 
people desperately striving for success and 


2 


1939 


acceptance in a new land. When Minnie was 16 
years old she married Alfred Crossland, who was 
brought up in a foster family because his English 
immigrant parents were unable to care for him. 
Raised in Ansonia, CT, Elizabeth completed her 
professional nursing training in Boston and married 
her high school sweetheart, Dorio Matricaria, the 
son of Italian immigrants. Dorio, who had graduat- 
ed from Yale University with a degree in English, 
aspired to work for the leading Boston newspaper 
of the day, but was told, "Italians need not apply." 
The couple returned to Connecticut, Elizabeth 
began her nursing career, Dorio went on to more 
advanced academic degrees, and together they 
raised three daughters. From the beginning, they 
instilled in their children the ideal of America as a 
melting pot. Throughout her life, Elizabeth main- 
tained high standards of care and concern for all of 
humanity. Elizabeth desperately wanted to live 
long enough to see an end to racial and ethnic big- 
otry in this nation she so dearly loved; unfortunate- 
ly, even though she lived to be almost 102, it was 
not long enough. 

At the advanced age of 80 she began research on 
the history of her hometown, with the intention of 
writing a book to chronicle its history and the life 
of its founder, Anson Phelps. She achieved her 
goal and more, adding a second book of her per- 
sonal memoirs. On her 96th birthday she celebrat- 
ed the publication of her books, Anson's Glory and 
A Backward Glance, with a big party attended by 
her family and friends. (Adapted from the lovely 
obituary no doubt by a family member—ed.) 


Cleora (Cleo) Briggs Horton, age 101, passed away 


January 2, 2020 in her adopted state of California. 
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Originally from Newmarket NH, she attended jun- 
ior college before earning her diploma from MGH 
in 1943. She joined the Army Nurse Corps one day 
after graduation and served three years in North 
Africa and Italy with the MGH Unit, the 6™ General 
Hospital. 

After WWII she returned to Boston, married and 
began a family while also working as head nurse in 
the MGH Pediatric Clinic. In 1953 she began work- 
ing at the Boston VNA and studying at Boston Uni- 
versity and then in 1955 began full-time studies 
under a Sally Johnson Scholarship. She was also 
active with the MGH NAA, serving on several com- 
mittees and involved with the publication of the 
Quarterly Record. Cleo joined the MGH SON facul- 
ty in about 1959-60, serving as second year coordi- 
nator, where she worked to improve the student 
experience at Boston Lying-In and McLean Hospi- 
tals. 

In 1961 she was recruited by San Jose State Uni- 
versity in San Jose, California, to pioneer their pub- 
lic health nursing program. She spent twenty years 
there, retiring as a distinguished full professor. Her 
life after retirement included eight cross-country 
drives with her beloved dog, Cara Mia, water-color 
painting and golf. 

This biography was compiled by Joan Gill,’66, 
from notes in the Quarterly Record and personal 
contacts. She came to know Cleo and her son 
through the oral history project. Joan, who attend- 
ed her 100" birthday celebration, says she was “a 
force of nature; an inspiring nurse educator, multi- 
talented adventurer and beloved mother and 
grandmother.” 


Constance Smith Zullo, 91, died March 23, 2013 in 
Claremont, NH, her home for more than 50 years. 
Following her MGH graduation in 1943, she joined 
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the U.S. Navy Nurse Corps, serving during both 
World War Il and the Korean Conflict, and attained 
the rank of Lt./Sg. She was awarded the American 
Campaign Medal and the World War II Victory 
Medal. She was a proud member of Women in 
Military Service Association; her name is on the 
WMIS memorial in Arlington and a videotaped in- 
terview with her is in the archives there. 

After the war, Mrs. Zullo became a private Scrub 
Nurse for a Boston Orthopedic Surgeon and 
worked at MGH. She was also a graduate of the 
University of New England and attended Boston 
University and Hawthorne College. She and her 
husband raised six children. 


Mary Conroy Cargill, age 90, passed away at home 
in Melrose on March 4, 2013. Originally from Hing- 
ham, MA, she graduated from MGH in 1944. 

Mrs. Cargill worked at MGH for a few years and 
then took time off to raise her eight chil- 

dren. Mary returned to nursing in the Surgical ICU 
at Melrose-Wakefield Hospital for over 20 years. 
She greatly enjoyed her trips to Florida in winter 
and New Hampshire in summer and time spent 
with family. (Editor's note: the NAA survey con- 
ducted this past year was filled out by her son, 
Gerard and returned to us, even though his mother 
had died 6 years prior. He says in part: “Mary 
Louise spoke passionately about her experiences at 
MGH! She married, raised 8 children, went back to 
work till her retirement at 65. She met and kept 
many lifetime friendships with MGH grads. She 
worked hard to age 90, a caring, sensitive and 
thoughtful person to all she met. She influenced 
many lives. Today we have 12 nurses in our primary 
family and countless friends and others in the 
medical field. At her 90" birthday party she re- 
ceived 160 guests, many of whom spoke of their 
admiration for her spunk & outspokenness — much 
of which she learned and developed at MGH.” 


1945 


Frances Balchunas Gnong, age 94, died September 


29, 2017, at the family home in Abington, MA, 
where she had grown up. After graduation from 
MGH in 1945, she moved back to Abington and 
worked at South Shore Hospital where she helped 
develop, implement, and eventually run the hospi- 
tals first Cardiac Unit. Fran earned her B.S. degree 
at Bridgwater State College while in her sixties. She 
retired at the age of 80 and moved full time to 
Cape Cod. She is survived by her two children and 
three grandchildren. 


Esther McMorran Mann, age 95, passed away on 
March 26, 2019 in Lincoln MA. In 1941, at the age 
of 18, she moved to Boston to train as a nurse at 
MGH, where she was pressed into service assisting 
in the treatment of the many burn victims of the 
Coconut Grove nightclub fire of 1942. She married 
in 1947, raising their five children in Sudbury, MA. 
Nursing was a life-long career and passion for 
Esther. She continued to work at Emerson Hospi- 
tal’s Blood Bank, on medical research projects, and 
for decades in the office of a Lincoln cardiologist. 
She retired in 1984, but never stopped working. 
She believed in the idea of community, and until 
well into her 90s dedicated her time, intelligence, 
organizational skills and her boundless energy to 
acting on that belief. She served on the boards of 
the Sudbury Senior Center, the Parmenter Founda- 
tion, the Sudbury Historical Society, and on the 
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Emerson Hospital Ethics Committee. She volun- 
teered at Sudbury’s Goodnow Public Library and in 
the public schools. Passionately political, she 
manned the polls every election day, was active in 
the League of Women Voters, and during the Viet 
Nam era could be found every Friday afternoon at 
the anti-war protests in Sudbury center. She loved 
hiking, whether in Sudbury’s woods, the English 
countryside, or New Zealand’s mountains. More 
than anything she loved family and the company of 
her grandchildren. 


Col. Marian Waterhouse, US Army Nurse Corps, 
Retired, passed away at the age of 97 on July 30, 
2019. She was born in Chicago, IL. She graduated 
from the MGH SON in 1945. She received her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing Education in 1955 
at the University of Minnesota, and her Master of 
Education degree from Trinity University in San 
Antonio, TX in 1958. Following graduation from 
MGH she immediately joined the Army Nurse 
Corps. Marian served in Italy, Korea, and two tours 
in Germany, as well many stations within the Unit- 
ed States. She started and developed the nurse 
anesthetist program for the military. She authored 
a book, Practical Mathematics in Allied Health, that 
was published in several editions. Marian served as 
the Director of the Army Medical School of Anes- 
thesiology for the Army Nurse Corps Officers dur- 
ing the final six years of her 30-year military career. 
She received multiple military awards during her 
career, including the Legion of Merit award. She 
was respected throughout her career by her col- 
leagues, and the many students who benefited 
from her teaching, and the example that she set. 
Following her retirement, she lived in San Diego, 
California caring for her parents. Following their 
deaths, she returned to San Antonio and served as 
a volunteer keeping medical records for Sisters 
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Care of San Antonio. Marian touched the lives of 
her retired military community, the Presentation 
Sisters, her neighbors, and the many friends that 


she made. Her warm smile, many stories, and sense 
of humor will be missed by all of those who knew 
her. 


1946 
June Carroll Boehner 


mydune257@yahoo.com 


Mary Elizabeth (Betty) Jobin Poulin, of Cape Eliza- 
beth, ME, died February 29, 2016, aged 90. She 
had a trying life and had to face many losses but 
was resilient throughout and achieved much. She 
was an excellent student, earning a full scholarship 
to Bates; however, on the day of enrollment, her 
father decided that she needed to join the war 
effort and she instead went to nursing school at 
MGH. Her stories from that time reflected how 
personnel shortages during war thrust high levels 
of responsibility on the very inexperienced. She 
married in 1947 and spent the next 45 years in the 
Boston area, living most of the time in Belmont, 
MA raising her family and active in community 
affairs. Beginning at age 45 after her husband's 
death she began a long career as a fund-raiser, 
becoming Director of Deferred Giving at Tufts Uni- 
versity, though which she traveled widely and met 
many interesting people. She retired to Maine in 
1991, where she enjoyed family, golf, travel, and 
involvement in many social and cultural activities 
over the next twenty years. 
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Muriel A. Poulin, 94, passed away September 6, 
2019. Born and raised in Springvale, ME, she grad- 
uated from the MGH SON in 1946. Her later aca- 
demic career included a Bachelor of Science de- 
gree in Nursing from Catholic University in 1950, a 
Master of Science degree in Nursing Administra- 
tion from the University of Colorado in 1960 and a 
Doctor of Educational Administration from Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University in 1971. 

Early in her career, Dr. Poulin was recruited to be 
a member of a task force responsible for opening 
and managing the newly constructed Damascus 
General Hospital in Syria. This opportunity proved 
to be a cornerstone of her career leading her to 
understand that high quality patient care can only 
be achieved if organized nursing services are led 
by prepared nursing administrators. She also be- 
came committed to international health care, ac- 
cepting consultations and short-term assignments 
throughout the world. The capstone of her efforts 
was a Fulbright Scholar award that led to her suc- 
cess in establishing the first master's program in 
nursing in Spain. 

As an educator, Muriel was a professor of nursing 
administration at the University of Kentucky (1962- 
1970) and Boston University (1972-1989). For 15 
years she was also chairperson of the Graduate 
Nursing Administration program at Boston Univer- 
sity and was named Professor Emeritus in 1988. 
She held executive positions and committee posts 
in professional organizations throughout her ca- 
reer, most notably the American Nurses Associa- 
tion, Massachusetts Nursing Association, American 
Management Association, and American Associa- 
tion of University Professors. In 2012, Muriel was 
inducted into the American Nurses Association Hall 
of Fame. 

Following her retirement in 1989, she continued 
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her support of the nursing profession as 
Chairperson of the Board of the Visiting Nurses of 
Southern Maine, and for the next 15 years man- 
aged Books Revisited, a used bookstore in San- 
ford run by volunteers and designed to support 
visiting nurse programs. 

One of her most important contributions to the 
nursing profession is as coauthor of the ANA 
Magnet Study and Designation, one of the highest 
honors hospitals can achieve to demonstrate ex- 
cellence in health care. 


Irene Deschenes Pratt, 84, of Winchester NH died 
Saturday, September 20, 2008. After graduating 
from MGH in 1946 she married and began a fami- 
ly, while also working as a school nurse and a vis- 
iting nurse. Later she became county health of- 
ficer for Cheshire County, NH, a position she held 


until her retirement in1985. She served on the 
Board of Directors of Home Health Care and Com- 
munity Services, Monadnock Family Services, Big 
Brothers and Sisters, the NH Chapter of the Amer- 
ican Nurses Association, and was the primary 
founder of the Keene Interdisciplinary Child Abuse 
Team. After retirement she was elected state rep- 
resentative from Winchester, where she served for 
16 years. 


Class News 

I don't have news any except the sad news about 
the passing of Muriel Poulin. This is such a 
tumultuous time for anyone in the medical field. 
Stay well and take care. June 


1947 
Dot Curran 
dotcurran@verizon.net 
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Ann Walsh Hinman, 96, passed away at her home 
in Plymouth, NH August 6, 2019. She grew up in 
Quincy, MA. and graduated from Thayer Academy 
in 1941. She attended Tufts University for two 
years, then entered the MGH SON, graduating in 
1947. She earned a master’s degree in Health Ed- 
ucation from Boston University in 1969. 

Ann was an instructor in Nursing at North Shore 
Children’s Hospital School of Nursing in Salem, 
MA, and served as the Community Health Educa- 
tor for the Merrimack Valley Regional Family Plan- 
ning Program of Lowell, MA. After moving to Mer- 
edith NH, Ann was associated for 25 years with 
Hospice of the Lakes Region Community Health 
Agency, and served in many capacities, including 


patient care volunteer, volunteer coordinator, and 
community educator. She was a contributor to 
Hospice public relations through speaking en- 
gagements and newspaper articles and parades. In 
1993, Ann was honored with the Volunteer of the 
Year award from the New Hampshire Governor's 
Office on Volunteerism. 


Anita Humphrey Kester, age 93, of Peabody and 
formerly of Swampscott, died on Wednesday, Au- 
gust 21, 2019. Born and raised in Auburn, Maine, 
she was an excellent student. She passed on a full 
scholarship offer to Bates College and chose in- 
stead to support the WWII effort by pursuing 
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nurse’s training ant the MGH, graduating in 1947. 
She married in that year and moved to Swamp- 
scott, MA, where Anita raised their children and 
worked at various local hospitals for 30 years, in- 
cluding 15 years as an IV nurse at Lynn Hospital. 
She then became a research clinician at the 
Shriner's Burns Institute where she was instrumen- 
tal in the development of new skin grafting proce- 
dures. After earning a bachelor’s degree in busi- 
ness administration in 1969 she spent the rest of 
her career in the medical insurance industry at Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, retiring as Associate chief of 
Claims. A life-long learner, Anita attended lectures 
and cultural events of all kinds, though traveling 
the world and learning about other cultures and 
their histories proved to be her ultimate teacher. 
She visited six continents and over 80 countries 
and compiled detailed, photographic travel logs of 
her trips to share with friends and family. She re- 
sided at Brooksby Village, a retirement community 
in Peabody, MA, for the last 17 years (almost since 
it opened), and participating in and creating 
groups and activities there. 


Helen Asiala Litwak, died in Stuart, FL, August 27, 
2019 at age 96. She said her biggest disappoint- 
ment was that she would not live to see a woman 
US President. She was born in the family home in 
Vinalhaven, a small island off the Maine coast near 
Rockland. Helen's first language was Finnish; she 
learned English in kindergarten at the Vinalhaven 
School. She grew up on the island, in an active 
Finnish community, with a hand pump in the kitch- 
en for water and a wood stove for cooking and 
heating. She rarely visited the mainland until she 
turned 18. She graduated from Vinalhaven High 
School in 1941 and along with several other 
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Vinalhaven, girls got a job waitressing at McLean 
Hospital in Belmont, MA. Attracted by the better 
pay at “war plants,” she went to work for Raytheon 
in the engineering inspection department. She 
joined a U.S.O. group which visited military bases 
and hospitals to dance with the servicemen and 
took night classes in history. She wanted to con- 
tinue her education and in 1943 she was accepted 
into the Cadet Nurse Corps at the MGH SON. In 
addition to taking classes, she rotated to work 
through the various service areas of the hospital. 
The students in the war years kept the hospital 
running, as many staff R.N.'s had entered military 
service, Some going overseas with the MGH unit. 
The students were very early given positions as 
charge nurses and assistant head nurses. The war 
ended before she finished, but her class remained 
in the Corp until they graduated in the fall of 1947. 
She stayed another year on staff at MGH, and then 
went to work for two years as infirmary nurse at 
Smith College in Northhampton MA, taking classes 
there and saving money for university tuition. 

Returning to Boston, she then enrolled at the 
Boston University School of Nursing, attending 
classes part-time and working nights full time as 
an RN at the MGH and later at the Franklin Square 
House. She received her bachelor’s degree in 1952 
and went to work for the Brooklyn, NY Visiting 
Nurse Association. While there she married and 
began a family, settling later in East Hampton, CT. 
Throughout these experiences and moves she de- 
veloped many strong friendships, which she main- 
tained with voluminous correspondence until her 
death. 

After returning to work when her children were 
older, she was recruited by the CT State Health 
Department to be a public health nurse supervisor, 
working with the State's community public health 
nursing agencies to qualify them for Medicare cer- 
tification. She was then offered a position at 
Windham Community Hospital in Willimantic CT to 
demonstrate the role and the importance of a Dis- 
charge Planner. When the demonstration ended 
the hospital hired her as their first Health Services 
Coordinator, where she remained until her retire- 
ment at age 62. 


1947 


After retirement she returned to Vinalhaven, 
dividing her time between homes there and in 
Florida. She continued her commitment to 
community service, volunteering at her grand- 
daughter's schools, for the library and for Hospice. 


Class News 


Dorothy’s daughter, Kathy, writes: Dorothy doesn't 
use the email account much these days. People can 
communicate with her by using my address: 
kathy.chalmers@comcast.net. 

Please contact me if you would like her mailing 
address. My mother has lived with me for about 3 
years now. She loves to hear about the MGH gang. 
We don't think she can do the reunion, as that can 
be a long day for her. I read to her aloud. We read 
a book about the US Nursing Corps program. It 
was a delightful book to share with her because of 
her MGH training via the Corps. The authors were 
trained in Minnesota and the Corps members’ sto- 
ries were from all over the nation, but the experi- 
ences were quite similar. 


The daughter of Ann B. Walsh Hinman, graduat- 
ing class of 1947, informed the Alumnae that her 
mother passed away on August 6th, 2019. “My 
mother was extremely proud of her education at 
MGH. She continued as a member of the alumnae 
association and attended annual reunions with her 
classmates until a few years ago when she no longer 
could. My mother had a wonderful career follow- 
ing graduation in 1947”. 


1948 
No Representtive 


Marianne Foster Cosgrove, 86, of Wethersfield died 
Thursday, October 31, 2013 in Farmington, CT. She 


27 


1948 


enrolled in the Cadet Nurse Corps program at the 
MGH SON, graduating in 1948 and continued to 
work at MGH as Head Nurse in the Neurology Unit 
there. She married and moved to Hartford where 
they raised their six children. She later returned to 
work, retiring as Assistant Director of the Bloom- 
field Convalescent Home. She was an active mem- 
ber of many clubs and groups in her area. 


Irene Niedospal Curmi died on April 18, 2019. She 
was 92 years old. Irene grew up in Plymouth, 
Michigan and came to Boston to attend the MGH 
SON, from which she graduated in 1948. She 
worked at a number of Detroit area hospitals over 
the next 14 years. In the 1960s she attended night 
school in addition to working full-time and earned 
her Registered Nurse Anesthetist Certification from 
Grace Hospital, Detroit MI. She worked in that spe- 
cialty until she retired in 1985, then the Chief Nurse 
Anesthetist at Heritage Hospital. In 1978, then an 
empty nester, Irene pursued and earned her Bache- 
lor of Arts in health care education from Ottawa 
University in St. Louis, Missouri. 

A devoted mother, her children were the light of 
her life. Being a single parent never prevented her 
from exposing her children to numerous adven- 
tures and cultural experiences -- camping, sporting 
activities, annual trips to Belle Isle, visits to the Ford 
Rotunda at Christmas, and ice skating at Hines Park 
were just a sampling of such excursions. Extended 
family also was important and extended family 
gatherings for holidays, birthdays and other life 
celebrations were regular and frequent events in 
her life. Golfing was a passion of Irene’s. She 
played regularly, even into her 90th year. She also 
was an avid fan of local sports teams, a pleasure 
she shared with her three children and their fami- 
lies. 
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Barbara Gray Carleen, 93, formerly of West New- 
ton and Brewster, MA, died on April 26th, 2019. 
Born in Laconia NH, she lived in Groton, MA until 
entering the MGH SON under the Cadet Nurse 
Corps Program, graduating in 1948. She worked at 
MGH and then at Scripps Hospital in La Jolla, CA. 
She married and they raised their three sons in 
Newton while she also worked for many years as a 
head nurse at Waltham Hospital, retiring to Brew- 
ster, on Cape Cod. 


Jeanne Cournoyer Peirce, 92, died November 5, 
2019 in Middletown, RI. She was a 1948 graduate 
of the MGH SON and worked at the hospital during 
the polio epidemic of 1949. She married in 1951 
(they met at MGH) and the couple settled in New- 
port RI where they raised their three children. 
Jeanne returned to work as the first in-service di- 
rector at the Grand Islander Health Care Center, 
retiring in 1984. Jeanne was a member of the New- 
port County Red Cross, a board member of Child 
and Family Services, and of the Visiting Nurse As- 
sociation, and a member of the Newport Preserva- 
tion Society, where in 1967 she received the Herit- 
age Month Award for creating the Children’s Tours 
for Newport County Schools. She enjoyed garden- 
ing, reading American history and traveling abroad; 
for many summers she crewed aboard the family 
Ensign in sailboat races in Narragansett Bay. 


Shirley Cartmill Harper, 92, died August 9, 2019. A 


long-time resident of Rye NH, she was born in 
Springfield, MA. After high school she joined the 
Cadet Nurse Corps through the MGH SON, gradu- 
ating in 1948. 

At the end of World War II, she moved to Nashua, 
N.H. to do private duty nursing. While there, she 
joined the Civil Air Patrol as a 1st Lieutenant and 
served as the medical officer. She married in 1955 
and they had five children, reared in NJ and Port- 
land, ME. In 1983 they moved to Rye, where they 
were active in community affairs and enjoyed trav- 
el, both foreign and domestic. 


1949 


March 
Dorothy B. Iwanicki 
diwanicki@gmail.com 


Dorothy Johnson McCann of Marshfield Hills Ma 
passed away November 18, 2011, at the age of 84. 
She was born into a family of seven older brothers 
who sponsored her training at the MGH SON, from 
which she graduated in 1949. She worked as an 
OR nurse at Boston City for several years and then 
worked in obstetrics for twenty years. 


1949 


A lifelong learner, Dorothy returned to college at 
age 49 to earn a bachelor's degree in Social Work, 
followed by graduate certificates in Substance 
Abuse Counseling and Gerontology. 

She married in 1951 and the couple raised their six 
children mostly in Marshfield, where she had an 
enduring impact. She was an elected member of 
the Marshfield Charter Commission, past treasurer 
of the League of Women Voters, and an active 
member of the Marshfield Democratic Town Com- 
mittee. 

She was also founding member of the Childbirth 
Learning Association of the South Shore, a Board 
Member for the Cranberry Chapter of the American 
Cancer Society. Dorothy was honored for her com- 
passion with the Ruth Sleeper Award after 17 years 
of service as a Cranberry Area Hospice bereave- 
ment volunteer. 

She learned to ski at the age of 52, organizing 
many trips for the family. She is remembered in her 
obituary, “for her warm and loving ways, for mak- 
ing ordinary things extraordinary, for her compas- 
sion, her commitment, her sense of humor, and for 
acting as a vibrant, visionary member of her 
Marshfield community.” 


Class News 

Dorothy writes: I have only heard from two of my 
classmates, Bea Paquin and Lois Feeny, when | 
receive their Christmas cards. I hope you all will 
stay well and safe during this terrible pandemic. 


1950 


No Representative 


Virginia “Ginny” Kelley Carey, 90, of South Dart- 
mouth, MA, died December 26, 2019. She was 
born and raised in Fall river, MA. President of both 
her high school and MGH SON classes, she 
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practiced nursing in Fall River until she married. 
At age 50 she returned to school and earned a 
bachelor's degree at Bridgewater State College. 
She and her husband had six children who gave 
her eleven grandchildren and ten great grandchil- 
dren, in whom she took great delight. In her com- 
munity, Ginny was an active supporter and board 
member of the Community Nurses of Fairhaven, 
the Council on Aging, and Coastline Elderly Ser- 
vices of New Bedford. She was also a Trustee of 
the Millicent Library in Fairhaven and taught reli- 
gious education to children of her parish. 


1951 


1951, September 
Marion Decker Manes 
nurseljane@comcast.net 


Olga Sadotti Aasen passed away March 9, 2018 at 
age 88. She grew up in in Hartford CT and gradu- 
ated from the MGH SON in 1951. She joined 

the United States Air Force in 1959 and served as 
a general duty staff nurse, achieving the rank of 
captain. She was stationed at Wheelus Air Force 
Base in Tripoli, Libya, where she began many life- 
long friendships. In 1963, she was transferred to 
Luke Air Force Base in Glendale, Arizona, and met 
her future husband, a fighter pilot. They were 
married that same year and together raised three 
daughters along with his two sons. The family 
settled in Los Altos CA, where Olga enjoyed her 
work as an ER nurse for more than twenty years. 
In 2013, Olga moved to a senior living community 
in Mountain View CA, where two of her sisters 
also resided. She donated a small archive of her 
nursing school memorabilia to the MGH archives. 


1951 


Celia “Fran” Egan Johnson passed away September 
22, 2019 in Pullman OR. She grew up in Rockland, 
MA and graduated from the MGH SON in1951, join- 
ing the US Navy Nurse Corps immediately. She 
served her country proudly and spoke often of her 
years caring for veterans of the Korean War. 
Frances proudly said, “No American fighting man 
ever died alone on my shift.” She was a proud, 
proud veteran who shed tears every time she heard 
the national anthem because it brought to mind 
memories of “her boys” and the sacrifice they made 
for our country. She met her husband, a naval sur- 
geon, during her service. Naval regulations at the 
time dictated that she had to resign her lieutenant's 
commission shortly after the wedding. 

In 1970, having raised the kids to school age, 
Frances returned to nursing. She worked as an 
emergency room nurse and nursing supervisor at 
Bess Kaiser Hospital in Portland OR. Concurrently, 
she went back to school and over a period of years 
earned both her masters and doctorate in educa- 
tion. She completed her working years as a profes- 
sor of nursing at the University of Portland. She 
trained many hundreds of nurses in her career, and 
had a reputation as a firm, fair taskmaster with pa- 
tience and acumen, but one who possessed little to 
no tolerance for shoddy effort or lack of dedication 
to task from her students (ed note — sounds like 
MGH). 

She lived an active life; enjoyed skiing, kayaking, 
hiking, golfing. She was a patron of the arts who 
held season tickets to the Oregon symphony and 
attended live theatre regularly. She was a proud 
Irish woman who loved a glass of good bourbon 
and any Irish song. She wasn’t much for rules and 
firmly believed it was only speeding if you got 
caught. A memorial service with full military honors 
was held at Willamette National Cemetery in Port- 
land OR. 


1951 
Class News 


Ginny Pierobello Sabin and I had our an- 
nual phone call and laugh-fest. She’s still en- 
joying her poetry and writing class and gets 
to see her two children on occasion. We do 
enjoy reminiscing about our days at MGH - 
especially since we can still remember them 
at our age! 


Got a letter from Dorothy “Gracie” Snow 
who was saddened to see how many of our 
classmates have passed away. After her hus- 
band died in December 2018, she was kind of 
in a fog but doing better now. She uses a 
walker in the house and a wheelchair for doc- 
tor visits, etc. She has moved in with her son 
(at his wife’s insistence) but still has a daily 
aide for personal care, med, etc. Contact the 
office for her new address. 


Received a note from Joan McCarthy Pe- 
terson’s daughter, Paula Duprey saying how 
much Joan loved MGH. She has four great 
grandchildren and another on the way. Pete 
is 90 years old and still lives in Maine. 


My own health still allows me to be pretty 
independent: shopping, cooking, meds and 
playing bridge at the Hyannisport Club. A 
recent fall slowed me down, though. Of 
course, it had to be in the bathroom - porce- 
lain hasn’t gotten any softer. I was badly 
bruised and sore for a month, but nothing 
broken, thank God! 

My daughter, Betsy Bowes, a nurse, lives on 
my street and has been very helpful 
(BOSSY!). My other daughter, Robin also 
lives nearby and has filled in for nurse Betsy 
when needed. I call them my two mothers! I 
have six great grandkids and another due in 
March. 

My two daughters had a luncheon for about 60 
people at Alberto's Restaurant in Hyannis in honor 
of my 90th birthday - a surprise guest was an MGH 
classmate--Ginny Pierobello Sabin. Her daughter, 
Bedonna, drove her from Maine - made my whole 
day! 

My granddaughter Abbey, also a nurse, is 
getting married this coming August and has 
asked me to be her flower girl - imagine, a 90 
year-old flower girl! It's a beach wedding, so a 
walker or wheelchair - it will be challenging! Hope 
everyone escaped the Coronavirus! ! 

Best wishes! 
Deck 


1952 
March 
No Representative 


Phyllis Lorraine Lydon, 88, of St. Augustine, FL 
passed away on January 12, 2019. Phyllis grew up 
in Charlestown, MA, an active member in the Girl's 
Club of Charlestown. She graduated from the 
MGH SON in March 1952 and went on to earn a 
BSN from the University of Omaha and a master’s 
degree in Public Administration from the University 
of North Florida. 

Phyllis retired as a Lieutenant Colonel from the 
USAF Nurse Corps; she was a veteran of both the 
Korean and Viet Nam wars. She had a wide range 
of interests including membership in many civic 
and professional organizations (she served as a 
county commissioner in 1984) and was an avid 
sports fan of her Florida teams. 


The following message was posted in her obitu- 


ary: On behalf of the Society of Air Force Nurses, 


please know that we are also mourning with you 


the death of our friend and colleague, Lieutenant 
Colonel Phyllis Lydon. She was a remarkable 
woman who made a difference in the lives of so 
many in her journey through life. She was a Char- 
ter Member of our Society, and a donation will be 
made in her memory to the Women in Military 
Service for America Memorial which stands at the 
entrance to Arlington National Cemetery which 
will be her final resting place. Phyllis will be missed 
by many, and she will not be forgotten by her Air 
Force Nursing Community. 

Linda /. Stierle, Brigadier General, 

United States Air Force (Retired) 
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1952 
September 
Joan McMahon 
jmcmanha@att.net 


Constance Delory Stevens passed away June 1, 
2019 at age 87. Originally from Salem MA, she 


graduated from the MGH SON in 1952, and con- 
tinued her education with her BSN from Simmons 
College in 1957 and her MSN from CSULA in 1981. 
She moved with her family to California in 1969 
and worked for the Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs at several hospitals until her retirement, help- 
ing to move the VA into the digital age. She is sur- 
vived by her three children and eight grandchil- 
dren. 


Class News 

I have to admit that I would have missed The Rec- 
ord deadline but an appeal arrived and since we 
are in Stay At Home status I share what I have. 
Last June I lost all my emails and contacts so if 
any of this class is reading this please email me. 
Especially with your cell. Seems landlines have 
disappeared. 

And at present I am experiencing retirement or at 
least what I imagined it would have been like, for 
the first time. The Newman Center is closed and 
we are unable to serve Communion to the Catho- 
lics at the Ohio State University Hospital. 

I am well and would love to hear from any and all 
of you. Last count there were about 18 of us. 


Fay Morgan Noonan: Spoke with her or her 
birthday on April 1. She is feeling the Stay at 
Home sense but gets out for a ride with family 
and with spring popping that has been good. Not 
driving any more but gets around in more normal 
times. 


Marge Sprague Dreselly wrote: Because of my 
arthritis and trouble with my wrist bones, things 
were very quiet for me last year. Three months 
ago Dick and I moved from our house in this sen- 
ior community to one of its apartments. The big 
advantages were meals at the dining hall on the 
same floor as the apartment, and increased social 


1952 
contact. However, because of the pandemic our 
meals are brought to our door and people are isolat- 
ing. We're doing OK but will be glad when the 
scare iS Over. 
Dick is in good physical condition and driving our 
car so together we're still weathering the storms. 
Because of my wrists, writing is not easy for me 
and I sent very few Christmas cards. 


Celina Maciel Hill: sent a long and newsy Christ- 
mas letter from Florida. I was tempted to serif she 
managed all 48 states as she travelled around for 
family gathering, wedding, graduation etc. Unfor- 
tunately I didn't get to her big annual party at her 
summer home on a lake near her southern New 
Hampshire home. She's in remarkably good condi- 
tion and leads an active life with her family. 


The last I knew, Veronica Travers Sisson is usual- 
ly resting and in pain. 


1953 
No Representative 


1954 
March 
No Representative 


September 
Charlotte Brown Leavitt 


Charlvtl4@gmail.com 


Julia Wilson Stevens, 86, of Brunswick, died on 
March 28, 2020. Julia was born and grew up in 
Brunswick ME. After graduating from MGH in 1954 
she married and raised five children, mostly in Ac- 
ton MA. In addition to being a busy mother, and 
later grandmother, Julia was ardently involved in 
volunteering for her community, pursuing interests 
in public health, public housing, local and state 
politics, education and music. She was a member 
of the Acton League of Women Voters from 1963 


1954 


to 1990 and served as its president for several 
years. She also served on the board of the Acton 
Housing Authority from 1971 to 1974 and served 
on the Acton Board of Selectmen from 1974 to 
1979. In addition to her volunteer work, Julia 
worked as a nurse in Acton - first at the office of 
physician, Mary Donald, M.D., and later at Cooper- 
ative Elder Services. 

Julia's professional interest in nursing ultimately 
led her back to school to earn a Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in nursing from Fitchburg State College (1981) 
and a Master of Science in community health nurs- 
ing from Boston University (1987). She subsequent- 
ly became supervisor of Acton Public Health Nurs- 
ing Service and an instructor of community health 
nursing at Worcester State College. She later 
worked for visiting nurse agencies in Arlington, 
Cambridge and Somerville, Mass. 

In 1993, she and her husband moved to Harpswell 
ME. Julia joined the local garden club, sang in the 
Bowdoin College chorus, and donated time to the 
Harpswell Scouting Association. She also renewed 
her involvement with the League of Women Voters 
(serving as president of the Brunswick chapter from 
1995 to 1998), joined the board of directors for 
CHANS Home Health and Hospice in Brunswick 
(1997 to 2002), and compiled a book of reflections 
on her years as a visiting nurse. 


Class News 


Barbara Flynn Dwyer (L) and Barbara 
Masse Connor, Homecoming, 2019 


In the midst of this "pandemic" I've taken two days 
to think about MGH class of 1954 (Sept). What I 
am aware of for class news is limited. 


Bim Mayer Werle emails to say that she is busy 
with many activities at the CCRC that is their home 
now in Shelburne, VT where she helped with mak- 
ing maple syrup! 


1954 


I talk with Maureen Donnelly Hunger quite 
often. This morning an example of a 30 plus mi- 
nute phone conversation! We were comparing the 
activities of our areas in response to this virus that 
has changed our everyday lives! She is still in her 
home in Falmouth and hopes by the fall to have 
made a change - probably to a CCRC. She also 
maintains contacts at MGH and told me some 
things that MGH is doing (research etc.) for our 
current health care needs. 

I am very happy in my cottage here at Taylor 
Community (a CCRC) and busy as the Resident 
Volunteer Coordinator. We have assisted living 
and a nursing care unit and have been in 
"lockdown" for 2 weeks. As of last evening, those 
of us in independent living are Stay at Home. So, 
this means time for memories, sewing, and a bit of 
Spring housecleaning etc. 

Sorry I don't have more for you. 

Hope all is well! Charlotte Leavitt 


1935 


Aline Flynn Sullivan 
alinesullivan@yahoo.com 


Shirley Donaghy Hamel 
jonshirl@yahoo.com 


I have been reporting class news for quite some 
time and would be happy to continue. However, 
many of my classmates are deceased at this time. I 
was surprised to see that only 17 of my classmates 
belong to the MGHAA. Several class mates have 
told me they enjoy reading the notes but no one 
sends me news. I have a more extensive list of the 
September’55 section but have no idea how cur- 
rent it might be. I will reach out to some asking 
for news for the next issue. For this last issue I 
only had 4 for the In Memoriam page. 


1956 
September 
Phyllis Delano Skinner 


Rosemary Hope Fitzgerald Dugard passed away on 
July 2, 2019 at the age of 83. Born in MedfordMA, 


33 


1956 


she graduated from MGH in 1956. She worked at 
MGH until she left to become a flight attendant at 
Trans World Airways. She married an Air Force 
pilot in 1960 and later managed their household 
of five children while he served two tours in Viet 
Nam. The family moved a great deal during his 
career. When he retired in 1980, they settled in 
Irvine CA, where Rosemary became active in com- 
munity affairs, serving on the Vector Control 
Board of Directors for thirteen years. She held a 
Master Gardner certificate and was a docent at 
her local public garden for thirty years. She re- 
turned to school at age 50, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in American Studies from Cal State- 
Fullerton, and was also selected as a member of 
the Golden Key National Honor Society. 


1937 


Margery Howe Eramo 


margeryeramo@verizon.net 


Patricia Norwood Pevey passed away May 28, 2019 
in Easton, MD. She was 82 years old. Born in 
Pawtucket RI, she graduated from the MGH SON 
in 1957, and later earned a BS Ed degree from 
Mount Saint Mary's College (1979). She spent her 
43-year nursing career specializing in Pediatrics. 
In 1987, she became a Certified Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner (CPNP) and worked in that capacity in 
the Urgent Care Unit at Kaiser-Permanente HMO 
in Kensington MD, until her retirement in 2000. 
She leaves her husband, their three children and 


several grandchildren. 


Class News 


Marge writes: “All is well with me and I continue 
to keep busy serving as the Faith Community 
Nurse at First Parish, Westwood, UCC and as a 


1957 


Registrar of Voters and a member of the Council on 
Aging Board of Directors for the town. 

Please send me your news, we haven’t had anything 
since our 60" class reunion. Stay well and as active 
as possible.” 


1958 


Sibyl Tarbell 
wislandquilter@gmail.com 


Marguerite “Peggy” Handfield Simons, age 71 of 
Canton passed away September 11, 2019. Born 
and raised in Springfield, she graduated from the 
MGH SON in 1958, received her Master's in Coun- 
seling from Bridgewater State College, and re- 
ceived her Nurse Practitioner from Northeastern 


University. She worked as a Nurse Practitioner for 
the Mass Hospital School in Canton for many years. 
She has lived in Canton since 1960 and was an ac- 
tive member of the community where she was 
President of the League of Women Voters, a mem- 
ber of the Canton Garden Club, a member of the 
Town Finance Committee, a member of the Recre- 
ation Department , a Eucharistic Minister & CCD 
Teacher at St. Gerard’s Church & a Cub Scout & 
Camp Fire Girls Leader. She was also a Docent at 
the McMullen Museum at Boston College & a 
member of the Board of Directors of Catholic Char- 
ities South in Brockton. 


Homecoming, 2019 
Class of 1959, 60th anniversary! 


1959 


March 
Mary Caira 


MEKFC@gmail.com 


March Class News 


Alice Burd - She and Miles are happy in York, PA. 
Their son and his wife will soon reside in their for- 
mer home. 


Nancy Campbell - She is enjoying her smaller 
home. She is still discarding stuff, as she saved too 
much. She still plays duplicate bridge, and enjoys 
the good life. Her children are in their fifties. Car- 
rie's husband Simon has health issues. Grandchil- 
dren- Jasmine is a freshman at University of Wash- 
ington: Olivia is a junior in high school, and plays 
soccer: Belinda works at the Portsmouth Navy 
Yard: Connor is at University of Connecticut. 


Gail Clemmer - She is okay. Her daughter Ellen 
and her family are back in the United States, after 
spending 15 years in Africa. They live in Maryland, 
and work in Washington, DC. Grand daughter Leah 
is a junior at Penn State. 


Roberta Fitzgerald - She continues to deal with 
her arthritis, with conservative treatment. She still 
has a rented studio in New York City, and hopes to 
spend some time there. 


Elaine Flanigan - She is well, and busy with her 
gardens, home, and family visits. She is volunteer- 
ing less and continues to do creative projects. She 
exercises daily. 


Amanda Fuhro - Everyone is okay. There is noth- 
ing new with her and her family. 


Eleanor Hamilton - She recently had lunch with 
Mary Romeo. Her children are all okay. Her grand- 
daughter was recently married in a lovely ceremony 
in Ipswich. 


Maxine Hybarger - She is well. Her great grand- 

niece had been living with her, but now Maxine is 

living alone at her home. She has a boyfriend, who 
lives about three miles away. 


Ruth Mann - She has started her spring cleaning. 
She and Wayne have planted seedlings, and are do- 
ing lots of reading. 


Judith Muggia - She and Al are happy at 
Brookhaven in Lexington. Al continues to do some 
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teaching. Their sons are well. Seven of their ten 
grandchildren are college graduates and in the 
working world. Three are in college. 


Mary Romeo - She had lunch with Ellie. Ernie is 
ninety, and has had health issues, but is okay at pre- 
sent 


Mary Roy - Mary and Norman are in an apartment 
at Carmel Terrace in Framingham. This facility has 
all levels of care- from independent to nursing 
home. They are both well at present. They are not 
sure if they will remain here or return to their home 
in Weston. 


Suzanne Seymour - She is well. All is status quo 
for her. 


Roslyn Sutherland - She and Don spent a month 
in Hawaii. Roz had her gall bladder removed, and 
has done well post-op. She and Don have cancelled 
cruises to Canada and France. Heather and Laurel 
are fine. Her grandsons are now thirteen and seven. 


Mary Caira - My life is at a slower pace. I am 
sleeping more and doing less. I am still doing lots of 
knitting and a good amount of reading. I continue to 
drive, shop, go to church and lunch with friends. 


Please continue to send your news to me. I will for- 
ward it to everyone. Mary Caira 


September 
Janemarie Henrick 


jmhenrick@gmail.com 


Nancy Pierce McDonough, 81, passed away Sunday 
December 15, 2019. Born in Quincy MA, she grad- 
uated from Gloucester High School in 1956 and 
the MGH SON in 1959. She worked as a RN for 
Liberty Mutual for 27 Years, retiring in 2004. She 
leaves her son and small extended family. 
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September Class News 


Our 60th at Homecoming - In our eighties it was 
difficult to find a time and place to gather as class- 
mates. The best solution was to meet after the 
Homecoming luncheon. Five classmates from our 
Fall class, Tina Chalecki, Carol Publicover, Gin- 
nie Bates Williamson, Betty Linden Concan- 
on and Jane Marie Henrick were seated together 
at the Luncheon. It was a beautiful, sunny and 
warm day. After the meal we gathered on the patio 
on the Bulfinch lawn and took a few hours sharing 
the stories of our lives. 


Diana Hagenbarth Russo-Want to be gracious! I 
am fine. It has been a year since Fred passed away, 
a year of many firsts and new responsibilities. So 
far so good. Hi to Jane Marie, Bunny, Barb and eve- 
ryone! 


Betty Stewart Conner-Hello Classmates. Rann and 
I are "OK." Rann is dealing with Parkinson's Dis- 
ease and I am dealing with back and leg pain. We 
are well overall. Moved in to a retirement apartment 
in October of 16. Still live in Gainsville FL in 
Apartment T312, 2515 NE 77th Blvd. Our sons 
Chris and Patrick and their families are fine. Two of 
Pats daughters married last year, Chris' family have 
moved west Caroline to Boulder, Colorado, Alli to 
Utah and Kenny to Bend, Oregon. Rann is unable to 
fly so travel is very limited. Would love to hear 
from you. I lost contact during our move. Looking 
forward to your news! 


Email elizabethaconn@gmail.com 


Jane Hartwell-Another year has come and gone, 
and here we are. I had a good year till fall when | 
was diagnosed with some cardiac issues.. Kind of 
scared me and made a change for me. I am doing 
OK, have resumed almost all of my activities. On 
the positive side I enjoyed visits with my family and 
special occasions with my great nephews Henry and 
Jacob. They are amazing little boys and I cherish 
my time with them. I have also been able to visit 
Mary Raymond and Mary Perry, though not re- 
cently. They too have some health issues, but we 
speak on the phone frequently. I am forever thank- 
ful for the friends and MGH sisters in my life. It 
was a special time of learning and doing in those 
years and the bonds made have only grown stronger 
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over the years. I was sorry to miss Homecoming 
and the reunion but that was in the midst of my 
hospital/rehab stint. No big trips for me this 
year. I am content to stay at home and putter 
about. Fun to get out with local friends for 
breakfast or lunch. That is my life-style for the 
immediate future and it suits me just fine. I hope 
this finds all of the 59ers enjoying their life and I 
wish all happy and good health forever!!! 


Carolyn Wortman-Not a lot of changes in my 
life. The biggest change was my vision after my 
cataract surgery. If you need it, run don't walk to 
have it done. It's like a miracle. I now have 20/30 
and 20/25 vision without glasses. Was 20/200 in 
the past! 


Ester Crossman Hall Knight-!’m still on 
Chebeague (Island off Portland, Maine), work as 
nurse consultant for the 7 bed assisted living fa- 
cility, have 14 grandchildren 3-36, do volunteer 
work on the island. Can’t afford the pricey reun- 
ions. 


Jane Marie Henrick-2019 has yielded many 
graces and much happiness. Many of the usual: 
Gym and Swim 3 times a week, meetings with 
the women"s clubs I belong to, birthday celebra- 
tions with ice skating with Skylar(10) in Febru- 
ary, and climbing the Blue Hills trail to the Blue 
Hills Observatory in October with Parker and 
Charlie (12), a holiday celebration with the 3 old- 
er grandchildren, Juliette (21), Kyle (17), and 
Campbell (15) when Juliette was here from Vir- 
ginia where she is now a junior at the University 
of Virginia.In April I received an email from a 
woman in Maine, Sheila, asking me about her 
great grandmother, Juliana Theresa Henrick. 
Juliana is my Henrick grandfather's sister, my 
great aunt. So we set a date to meet her and her 
mother, Sue. Most of the Henrick family re- 
mained in England when my grandfather came to 
the US. Sue came to the states as a war bride 
having met her husband at a dance for the ser- 
vicemen in London. I got to see pictures of this 
great aunt and 

enjoy the company of these two, new found, 
cousins. I made 2 visits to California to visit 
Roger and friends and Roger moved back with 
me in June. 

On return my grandson, Kyle, had his ceremony 
honoring his Eagle Scout Achievement. This was 
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a joyous occasion. Kyle is a senior in high school. 
A lot of his time is working through his academic 
future plans for college. Kyle has a brilliant mind 
and a warm and caring personality. 

Then the hunt was on for a place of our own to 
live. By late July our bid was accepted and on the 
30th of August we closed and moved in to our 2 
bedroom condo in Lowell, 6/10 of a mile from 
where I had been living since 2005. Along with the 
house hunting we celebrated Franco American 
Week, the Lowell Folk Festival, visits to Canobie 
Lake Amusement Park with the grandchildren, and 
a visit from New York from Xavier (8) and Amelie 
(6). Thanksgiving was celebrated at my daughter, 
Kathy's home with 22 people gathering. We are 
enjoying our condo and have established a relaxed 
and healthy routine of living. We had hoped to 
travel across the US in early October but post- 
poned the travel across the northern US to when the 
weather is warmer. In early January we are travel- 
ing by car down the east coast to Florida, visiting 
friends and family along the way. 

At 81 I am still strong. healthy and looking for- 
ward to working to improve the world around me 
with planting trees. Renewing our environment 
with trees may be a major way of improving the 
health of the community and our planet. 


Tina Chaleki-An update-I was recently appointed 
to the Board of the Louisa Historical Society and 
am also a docent there. Still with the Masters Gar- 
deners and really enjoy working with the school 
gardens and the plant clinic. Now I am going to 
brag about my sons: Chris and his wife do competi- 
tive ballroom dancing and have recently moved up 
to International level and will be dancing in Lon- 
don in May in an international competition. Tom 
has been promoted to Deputy Chief Readiness 
Support Officer for Homeland Security. I enjoyed 
seeing all this September. 


Barbara Allison Frank Knapp-. Life has been 
wonderfully busy as I have 6 of my 8 grandchildren 
living in Cedar Rapids. My grandson is a junior at 
Duke, granddaughter a sophomore at Boston Col- 
lege, a grandson a senior in high school, another a 
sophomore in high school, and a 6th and fifth grad- 
er.... all of this means my life is full as a spectator 
at their sports and musical events. When not in Io- 
wa Jim and I go to our home in Naples, Florida in 
the winter. We just returned from Kenya and Tan- 
zania where I took 11 family members back where 
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my married life began and my oldest daughter was 
born. We visited the hospital where I was the head 
of the school of nursing for two years. I did man- 
age to break my foot this summer requiring sur- 
gery, no weight bearing for 8 weeks and realize 
patience is not one of my virtues! I am now fully 
recovered and feel very fortunate that I was sur- 
rounded by a lot of family love. My best to all my 
classmates. I look forward to hearing all the news. 


A further note from Jane Marie adds: 


Ruth Blandford Brayton says living in Berkley, 
CA, comes with a major issue of homeless people. 
She goes on to say that she greatly appreciates 
what she has received from the great education 
and training that she was given in our time at 
MGHSON. 


Phyllis Harvey Smith says she and David are 
enjoying their quiet family time and all is well 
with her family. Her daughter comes by daily and 
she is able to go out for a walk which she greatly 
enjoys. Her grandson was in New Zealand where 
there was no outbreak of COVID-19 but was man- 
dated by the State Department to return home. All 
is well with him. 


Carol French Publicover has faced several 
health issues in the past few years and is doing 
well now. 


Betty Linden Concannon had a major health 
challenge in January and has now recovered. 


It is a time to stay connected with many friends 
and family and I am doing that each day. I go 
through my phone contact list and make 2 or 3 
phone calls each day. It lifts my spirits, that each 
one I call is very happy to receive my call. May 
we continue to stay connected. 
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Class of 1960 
Roberta Rawson Stidham 


jorost561@gmail.com 


Judith Hemsworth Grader, age 79, of Scituate MA, 
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died on December 9, 2019. She graduated from 
the MGH SON in 1960 and married the same year. 
In addition to raising three daughters, Judy worked 
as a nurse in Boston area hospitals including Bos- 
ton Lying-In, Worcester Memorial, and South Shore 
Hospitals. A life-long learner, she earned a bache- 
lor’s in Nursing and had nearly completed a mas- 
ter's degree in Health administration. She was an 
accomplished caregiver and skilled in the med/ 
surg, dialysis and intensive care areas, retiring from 
South Shore Hospital as the nurse manager of the 
post-anesthesia care unit. Later in her career she 
worked for Harvard Pilgrim Health Care as a case 
manager and at Concentra Preferred Systems as a 
health care auditor. She was proud to have served 
as a Delegate to the Massachusetts Nursing Asso- 
ciation. She and her husband were also world trav- 
elers, taking trips throughout their life together 
and later spending winters in the Florida Keys. 

Her family records in her obituary: “Her Joie de 
Vivre was infectious and inspirational; she was an 
original Strong, Independent Woman. In addition 
to being a beloved wife, a loving mother, and pas- 
sionate Oma, she was a devoted nurse, a world 
traveler, a talented seamstress and knitter, accom- 
plished flower gardener and avid backyard bird 
watcher. She lived life out loud, loved bright, beau- 
tiful clothes and big, bold jewelry, loved to eat, 
drink, and laugh with family and friends.” 


Class News 


Our 60" class reunion will occur at MGH Home- 
coming this September 26 held at the main campus, 
MGH, during daylight hours. There will be no edu- 
cation program on Friday. I am not aware that any 
arrangements have been made for a social gathering 
of our class. At this age, I find the trip to Boston is 
enough for me. 

Joann Masterson Kugal - Joan and husband Jerry 
moved to Berrien Springs, MI in 2017 to be near his 
family. Jerry died 12/2018 but she still lives there. 
They previously lived in California. 


Arlene Maher Pennella - Joan was able to visit Ar- 
lene who now lives in Assisted Living in Waterford, 
Ci: 

Louise Lynch McDonald - Joan keeps in touch with 
Louise who still lives in South Weymouth, MA. 


1960 
Kay Morrow Stidsen - Kay is living in an Assist- 
ed Living residence in Chelmsford, MA. 


Kate Rosenfield Latta - Kate and Bill celebrated 
their 39" wedding anniversary last Fall. They trav- 
eled to Vermont where they enjoyed the Fall foli- 
age. Living in Weston, MA makes it most conven- 
ient to enjoy opera, theater, and museums in and 
around Boston. 


Nancy Wheaton Merson - Nancy says she is 
slowing down but still enjoys boating and snow 
skiing. She plans to leave Bainbridge Island, WA 
and move to the mainland. She will miss being a 
docent at the local museum of art. 


Donna Sweeny Harrill - Donna has never let her 
nursing skills get rusty. She continues to care for 
her sister (an RN) who has had extensive back sur- 
gery. Donna and Jim reside in Westford, MA and 
have a lovely home on the shores of North Caroli- 
na that they share with their family. 


Pat Beasley Neilsen - | heard from Pat who con- 
tinues to spend the winter in Sarasota, FL and sum- 
mer in Falmouth, MA. She is well but says she is 
slowing down a bit. 


Judy Hemsworth Grader - Judy passed away 
12/9/19 after a long illness. She resided in Scituate, 
MA with husband John. She had a remarkable ca- 
reer in several health fields and nearly completed 
her Master’s Degree in Health Administration. 


Linda Walker Housman - John and I were de- 
lighted to join friends and family celebrating 
Linda’s 80" birthday. Linda’s heart condition re- 
quired a stent, but she now has a treadmill to use 
during inclement weather. 


Ellie Tomasian Venetzian - Ellie and husband 
from Amherst, MA were also at Linda’s party. 


Cynthia Story Mallette - Cynthia and husband 
Harold met Pat Toas Carden and brother for din- 
ner in Portland, ME. Pat, from Boulder, CO has 
travelled to Cuba as well as states both east and 
west. 


Hope Truesdale Thompson - and I have a lot in 
common. We both enjoy reading memoirs and feed 
one another books to read. She has a Kindle, while 
I enjoy browsing library shelves. 


I remain active following a pacemaker and heart 
valve replacement surgery. John and I enjoy riding 
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our pedal assisted electronic bikes. 
Roberta Rawson Stidham 
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Class of 1961 
Marlene Norton 


Roseycrest@aol.com 


L to R: Elizabeth Matricaria Hutchinson, 
Marlene Norton, Anne Quink Young, 
Homecoming, 2019 


Hello Classmates of 1961. 


Next year, September 2021 we'll have our 60th reun- 
ion. Hard to image it -where did the time go? 
Should we have a planning committee? 

Instead of a planning committee, we could have a 
Sunday or Friday lunch and eat at a well 

known place in Boston. Let me know your thoughts. 
You are welcome to join Betty Matricaia Hutchinson 
and I on this coming September Homecoming Day. 


Stephanie Petrowski Davidson - There is not much 
going on in Bedford. It will have been 3 years this 
April that Dick passed away and, as in all who expe- 
rience this know, you have to reinvent yourself as a 
single entity - not as easy as it sounds. I volunteer in 
my Church, I have joined a lovely group of ladies 
who Sit and Stitch every Friday at our C.O.A. and I 
continue to paint. New friendships have been made 
and as I am in good health, I look forward to 

2020. Stephanie Davidson. 


Beverly Wood Gemmill - Dearest Family and 
Friends, Merry Christmas! While planning my cards 
this year my thoughts turned to you and how I miss 
seeing and visiting with all of you. I hope this note 
explains our situation right now. 2019 has been a 
difficult year, we have lost dear friends and relatives 
and continued on, but now things are really hard for 
Walt and I. Due to pinched nerves in his spinal 
cord, Walt is unable to control his legs and walk. 
Doctors cannot guarantee surgery will help so 


1961 


he has decided against it. On a CT scan, a malig- 
nancy was found in his lung. Right now he is refus- 
ing treatment. He has wonderful therapists and they 
are teaching us how to manage his care. We are 
thankful for family and friends who continue to vis- 
it and help when they can. Everyone has been en- 
joying our Christmas cactus. It is blooming and 
blooming. Mom never knew when she gave it to me 
years ago how much joy it would bring. 

The light of our life is our new great grandson, 
Noah. He is crawling like mad and learning how to 
pull up. He looks to take a step but then sits down to 
crawl to whatever interests him. He had the best 
time sitting on his great Grandpa’s lap and playing 
peek a boo with the blanket. Jonathan and Kendall 
are lucky to have such an alert and happy little one. 
Our son Dan is doing well after back surgery, how- 
ever Mark and Susan are having difficulty with 
their marriage. I wish I could be like Cinderella’s 
fairy godmother and wave a magic wand to make 
everything perfect but..... 

2020 is coming fast, we send our love and wish you 
all health, happiness and prosperity in the New 
Year. Yours truly, 

Beverly and Walt 

Christmas 2019 


Marlene Norton - Hello Friends, It's been a while 
since I talked with you or have seen you. My bad! 

The news: In the Spring I am selling my house 
after 59 Years (after I get out the 59 years of junk 
and nice things I accumulated). I am going to Colo- 
nial Gardens in Beverly, MA, about 2 miles from 
my house. It’s a senior center and some people 
from my church are there or going there. Will let 
you know the address. I am taking Buffy, my cat 
with me. 

After 28 years of going to Kissimmee, Florida for 
2 weeks a year, I have left there and not returning . 
I have turned in my deeds. I'll miss classmate 
Mary Lou Prendible Nadeau who lives in Miami 
and vacations in Kissimmee. My friend Ann- 
Marie, who bought in with me, passed away 10 
years ago. And I'll miss my friend since I was six 
years old Martha Garrant, who lives in The 
Villages. 

Last year I left my work at MGH NAA. But I was 
invited back for a Christmas Party for delicious 
food followed by a Yankee swap. 

Some of you remember Barbara Venedan, who 
left nursing school after 15 - she passed away last 
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spring after a two and a half year illness. We re- 
mained friends to the end. 


I remain in touch with Liz Marsh Ream, Betty 
Matricaria Hutchinson, Ellie Love Marchian, 
Ann Lynch Durffe, Ann Quink Young and Mary 
Lou. 

Wishing everyone well. Marlene 
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Alice Sullivan Anderson 


aliceanderson90@yahoo.com 


Barbara Kamisky 
barbarakamisky@me.com 


No News 


1963 


Carol A. Hiller 
snowball42@verizon.net 


Honor Keegan 
mhonorkeegan@gmail.com 


Barbara Wilson Mahoney 
blmahoney@comcast.net 


In a lovely letter to the NAA Board, Barbara 
Podgurski Dunderdale let us know of her plan to 
retire from her work in Development at the MGH 
at the end of 2019. For the immediate future, she 
says that she and Bill, “are headed to Florida for 
the winter to play golf and enjoy the family.” Be- 
yond that, “I plan to volunteer at MGH, the MGH- 
NAA, and the Nursing History Committee.” 


(Editor’s note): As a graduate of the class of 1966 
there was never a time when I walked into the 
MGH that Barbara was not there. When I was a 
senior student doing nights (alone!) on White 5B, 
she was the head nurse on SAC. Later, when I was 
a VNA nurse based at MGH coordinating difficult 
home discharges, we worked together during her 
time as a head nurse in Phillips House. And still 
later, when I was a patient on her former unit I was 
beautifully cared for by nurses who had been hired 
and trained by Barbara, some of them as much as 
twenty years earlier. And now we continue to work 
together as volunteers at the MGH and the NAA. 
What a remarkable legacy, to which I have been 
privileged to bear witness over the past 55 years. 
Congratulations Barbara. 


1964 


Mary Anne Yahoodik Cirino 
thecirinos@netscape.net 


Eleven members of the Class of '64 celebrated 
their 55th reunion at the MGHNAA Homecoming 
on September 28th. Several of us met as we were 
registering for the day. Then we headed off to 
breakfast at the Russell Museum where we began to 
catch up since last seeing each other at our 
50th. We all moved on to the business meeting and 
speaker for the morning. Elizabeth McLellan, RN, 
MGH '76 spoke on "Human Trafficking-A Personal 
Perspective," an eye-opening topic for many of us. 
Her group, The Medical Mission for Nurses, is in- 
strumental in attempting to change the lives of 
women and children in 3rd world countries. She 
was a dynamic speaker, dedicated to the mission 
she is trying to accomplish. Kudos to the MGH- 
NAA for presenting such an interesting speaker. A 
wine and cheese reception followed by lunch was 
another highlight of the day. School song and good 
memories followed. 

Attending the reunion were: 


Ann Cosco Quealy—Ann is continuing in the posi- 
tion of President of the Alumnae Association. She 
keeps busy with all the duties associated with this 
position, continuing, along with the board, to update 
technology, the Nursing History project and Home- 
coming, at which they did a wonderful job. Con- 
grats to Ann for working so diligently to bring the 
NAA up to date. Ann keeps busy with her family 
and spending time at her vacation home in Maine. 


Janice Corbett - Jan moved this year, downsizing 
to a condo. She still has a dog that she adores and 
enjoys travel when she can. Her new address in 

Danvers MA is available through me or the NAA. 


Lynne Bigelow Norton - Along with her husband, 
Lynne continues to split her time between Savan- 

nah, GA and their home in Maine, where they stay 
from May-October, the best of both worlds. 


BarbaraHolden Davis- is enjoying retirement, is 
still living in Peabody. 
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Jane Lingel Austin - Jane is excited about the arri- 
val of her first grandchild, a girl, due to arrive on 
March 2. She and Jack will travel to San Diego for 
the month of March to enjoy the new babe. 


Carol Manning Milbury - Carol traveled down 
from VT where she still resides. 


Elaine Taft Conolly - is enjoying Cape living and 
happy to be back in New England after several 
years in St. Augustine FL. 


Judy Johnson Pagliarulo -Judy traveled down 
from NH. She is often in Manchester NH where her 
son lives. She got in touch with Joanne Walters 
Gustafson who lives nearby in Bedford, NH. They 
were able to get together for lunch. 


Joanne Walters Gustafson - Although she could 
not attend the reunion she wished everyone 

well. Busy with activities, local garden club, active 
on her condo board, tennis and enjoying her very 
talented grandkids performances in musical theater 
in Manchester (Elsa 17, Caelan 15). She travels 
frequently with husband Dick, most recently in 
Sept. with Mary Anne Yahoodik Cirino and hus- 
band Bob to several national Parks, from the Grand 
Canyon to 4 others in Utah. 


Connie Szymczak Favreau - made her annual visit 
to FL in 2019 visiting Jane Grelotti Nelson in 
Wesley Chapel FL, where she's been for about two 
years after living on the FL Keys for several years. 


Mary Anne Yahoodik Cirino - I continue to keep 
busy with our local food pantry as a buyer and vol- 
unteer worker, garden club duties and serving on 
the board of our local woman's club. Our 7 grand- 
kids, ages 23-10, keep us busy, although 4 are in 
NYC, so we just enjoy our trips down there. We 
had a wonderful trip with the Gustafsons to the na- 
tional parks as I mentioned previously. We are also 
able to enjoy some time at our daughter and son-in- 
law’s beach house in Bethany Beach Delaware. 


Although they had hoped to come, 5 classmates 
were unable to make it when the day came. Linda 
Lichaz Lineback, Maria Gallagher Truslow, 
Nancy Huk Marden, Linda Prisby Haddad and 
Barb Miles Bean. All sent best wishes to our class- 
mates. 


Jane Grady Piche - Jane sent me the name tags she 
had made for the 50th. Such a treat to have our own 
personalized black and white checked name tags 

with our graduation picture on them. Jane moved at 
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the end of 2018 into a 2 BR and den in the Balti- 
more area. Her address is available through me or 
the NAA office. 


Heard from the following classmates who were off 
traveling in the month of September. 


Gay Wise Colvin - was in Morocco during the 
month of September. 


Johann Worden Taylor - was traveling for her 
granddaughters 5th year of eligibility for soccer. 


Dodie Littlefield Curtis - was traveling in the Ca- 
nadian Rockies. 


Helen box Ford - was in Israel 


Carol Girouard Lee - responded that all was well 
in California and hello to all. 


Pam Gaherin Watson - Pam had her first grand- 
child recently. A girl named Viola Benson Watson 
after her great, great grandmother from Tremont 
Maine, who was an accomplished photographer. 
Pam reported that 8 of her great grandmother’s pho- 
tographs were on a 2020 calendar published by the 
Tremont Historical Society. Pam recently found the 
glass negatives in the attic of the Maine home 
where Pam resides in the summer. Pam's new ad- 
dress is available through me or the NAA office. 


Her new email is: gaherin7@gmail.com 


Lynne Geever Moretti - lynne was at our 55th re- 
union and as usual kept us laughing with some of 
her stories. She had come down from her summer 
home in VT and lives in Naples F1 in the winter 
months. In addition to attending MGHSON, Lynne 
fulfilled a dream of pursuing a degree in History 
and the Classics. In 1994 at the age of 60 she en- 
rolled in the UMASS, Boston BA program, double 
majoring in History and the Classics (Latin and 
Greek) with a minor in Religious studies. She was 
the oldest in the graduating class of 1998. She 
graduated Summa Cum Laude with a 3.99 aver- 
age!! She won the "Distinction in Classics" award 
and the "Louis Ruchames Award in History." She 
later enrolled in the Masters in History program 
doing her thesis on "Slavery in Scituate(MA),” won 
the Departmental Prize in History and graduated #1 
in the class with a 4.0 GPA. Her answer for what 
she was going to do with all this education was, 
"enjoy it," and she has. She also loved the skills 
that her nursing education taught her, giving her 
satisfaction and serving her well in caring for so 
many in her personal life and at the Columbia 
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Presbyterian Neuro ICU. She sincerely is thankful 
for the training she received at the MGH School of 
Nursing. 

Congratulations, Lynne, for following your dream. 


I know many of you have gone on beyond nursing 
school to receiving graduate degrees in many areas 
of nursing and perhaps beyond. You all deserve 
kudos for what you did with the education we all 
received at The General. Tell me your story. 


On a sad note Shirley Modeen Bails passed away 
about a year ago. I have a date of 4/8/19. I'm not 
sure that is correct. But as classmates we mourn the 
death of one of our own. 


Send me your news or your stories: 
thecirinos@netscape.net 
Send address changes to Lynne Bigelow Norton: 


lynnebnorton@gmail.com 


1965 
Pat Burke Green 
Igreen716@cox.net 


Well here it is everyone, 2020 our 55" Anniversary 
year! I hope some of us can make it to Homecom- 
ing in September. We had such a great turnout for 
our 50"! 

Here’s the news from 2019 from those who have 
responded to my request for class information: 


Saundra Scott Adams is now in Pinehurst, NC, 
“she loves it there, lots of friendly retirees and 
sends an open invitation to play golf at the Pine- 
hurst 6 Golf Club.” 


Sheila Edmonds Long remains in Reno, NV. Past 
two winters have been terrible with snow going into 
June last year and this year, no snow and warm 
temps! She had cataract surgery on both eyes this 
year and it was a success, enjoying good health. She 
goes back and forth to Cohasett to visit her Mom in 
an assisted living arrangement; she is 102 years old! 
Sheila was contacted by a nurse friend who served 
with her in Vietnam as she was looking for Carolyn 
McLeavey contact info as she had heard that she 
had been injured...we shared what we had and hope 
they were able to reconnect....last we knew she was 
in Miami, FL. Serving in Vietnam, Sheila stated, 
“am forever grateful that I had the MGH education 
that provided me the force to take on whatever it 
took to carry on.” I’m sure those of you that attend- 
ed our 50" remember that Sheila shared the 
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emotional and informative information about nurs- 
ing in Vietnam in a panel discussion along with sev- 
eral other MGHers that served as well. You could 
have “heard a pin drop” as the panel had the full 
attention of the audience. Thanks Sheila! 


Carole Untz Rybolt reports that after 50 years, she 
was able to visit Mary Ann Porter Saunders in 
Texas after connecting on Facebook. She was on 
her way to revisit Australia. MaryAnn then came 
north and stayed with Carole this past September 
while she visited friends. They eventually ended up 
seeing Sandi Barton O’Neil in Mansfield, MA. 
Carole shares that her husband Bill is retiring after 
50 years teaching at Babson College....free at last 
to enjoy unlimited downhill skiing and play golf. 
They have 5 children and eleven grands raging from 
eight to twenty-two. She reports, “Being in a 
‘blended family is a joy and challenge especially 
during the holidays. We need a helicopter!” She 
sends a prayer that everyone may have personal 
peace in this crazy world, good health and happi- 


ness. Her e-mail is: gramyc8@verizon.net. 


Mary Ann Porter Saunders lives in College Sta- 
tion, TX. She became a NP in psych. She would 
LOVE to hear from everyone and is asking about 
how Maureen Greene is doing in particular. Her 


email is: mjsmas61@yahoo.com. 


Pat Davey Vohr is on the move! The heat and in- 
door living in Florida have proved to be too much 
for her and husband Fritz, so they are building a net 
zero (solar, no energy costs) home in Shelburne, 
MA. They have no neighbors on a beautiful hill 
surrounded by Bill Cosby’s estate...the Cosby’s are 
well respected by the town....no gossip and Camille 
Cosby has bought up most of Shelburne. Pat says, 
“We were blessed that she left the three-acre piece 
for us!” They are renting a small cottage in Char- 
lemont, MA, until the new house is ready. Fritz is 
still working and will be a medical director at a jail 
in Portland, ME. She can’t wait to set up her work 
room as she is now learning collage quilting. Please 


email her at: patvohr@gmail.com to get her new 


address. 


Janet Petrosso Zildjian writes that she has had a 
wonderful 75" birthday year! In February she trav- 
eled to Atlanta for her first Super Bowl with 3 of 
her 4 children and 3 of her 6 grandchildren. In May 
she and husband Zaven spent time with 2 of her 
children in FL and in July the trip of a lifetime rent- 
ing a 7 bedroom, 7 bath villa with Olympic size 
pool in Umbria, Italy. Two weeks with friends and 
then two weeks with all the children and grandchil- 
dren, “There aren’t any words to describe the joy 
and happiness of the whole trip, REALLY A 
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PRICELESS VACATION!” She sends everyone a 
Merry Christmas! 


Mary Jo Mansfield is still in Camden, SC. 

She had to spend some time in Houston in August 
to have an Aortic Valve redo. The original one was 
15 years ago by an MGH doctor who had relocated 
to Houston and she decided to return to his care. 
She is doing well and back to field training her Lab- 
rador Retriever. She gets a smile when talking to 
her daughter when she calls to talk about shoveling 
snow, frigid temps and the frozen Merrimac River 
in front of the house! She has not been in touch 
with Linda Botti or Karen Sullivan in a while. Her 
life continues to be “very busy with the dogs, vol- 
unteering at my church and community. You are all 
in my thoughts and prayers.” 


DeeDee Mendes Dyer and her husband Larry just 
celebrated their 51“ Anniversary by taking a Tauck 
Tour of South America. They visited Chile, Argen- 
tina and Brazil. “Weather was good, hotels we 
stayed at all spoke English so language was not a 
problem. We enjoyed the trip but glad to be home 


{?? 


Karen Jacobson McLennan moved from Provi- 
dence, RI to Oakland, CA three years ago to be 
closer to family. “Easiest move I ever made for 
making friends and participating in a new commu- 
nity.” Her daughters are artists, one a painter, the 
other a furniture maker and both part of the GIG 
economy. Recent travels were to Barcelona and 
surrounding villages. She sees Dale Hart Cane on 
occasion. She went to Idaho to experience the solar 
eclipse in 2017 and hopes to make the one in 2024 
in New England. 


Ann McCue Derrick is looking forward to retiring 
at the end of January. Since 1975 she has been 
working as a CNS in child and adolescent psychiat- 
ric nursing in a University setting (sorry Ann, the 
email faded out, U of Louis???). On a trip through 
the Panama Canal their tour guide was Leslie Ber- 
ger’s brother! Leslie married an airline pilot and 
they have three daughters. They live in the Zone. 
Ann hopes to see everyone for our 55"!!! 


Mary Suslack Vachon sent a very lengthy letter 
which, because of space Mary, I am going to try 
and edit and hit all your highlights. Any of you 
who would like to view the whole note please con- 
tact me and I will be more than happy to share with 
you. Mary met her husband Bruce while at MGH. 
They left for Toronto for Bruce to attend grad 
school at the U of Toronto. They have two children, 
a son who is a professor at Humber College in To- 
ronto and a daughter in Berlin who is a photogra- 
pher and author. Mary has worked in academic 
settings for 35 years doing clinical work, 
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research and publishing in the areas of cancer, be- 
reavement, occupational stress, hospice, spirituality 
and most recently, compassion. She has given over 
1,600 lectures around the world, including MGH. 
She has received many awards to include the Alum- 
nae Achievement Award from the MGHNAA at the 
125" celebration in 1998, and most recently the 
Herman Feifel Award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Thanatology, 2018. “I see my career in death, 
dying, bereavement and psychiatry as due to my 
education and work experience at MGH. I will for- 
ever be honored to say, “I am an MGH grad” and 
draw daily on the education, ways of critical think- 
ing and training I received at MGH. 


Pat Burke Greene is still in sunny AZ! As seems 
to be the case, Dave and I are busy all year long, we 
retirees never seem to have enough time!! Every 
month we’ve found ourselves off to new adventures 
that include golf and wine country trips, even when 
the fires were going on in California. Travels to NY 
and Colorado for my two youngest granddaughters 
high school graduations in late Spring and a memo- 
rable river cruise trip to the Normandy, France coast 
via London, train under the English Channel and 
Paris! Then couldn’t resist a cruise to the Mexican 
Riviera over the Thanksgiving holiday....one way 
to get out of cooking!! I sincerely hope this update 
finds all of you well and I am in hopes that you will 
continue to support our Alumnae Association by 
renewing your membership each year and keeping 
in touch with me so I can share updates with you 
and all those I have been able to keep track of since 
our 50™ Reunion. Veryl Dufton and Adrianne de- 
Savorgnani’s emails were returned to me, so I no 
longer have their contact information. Any help is 
appreciated! Hope some of you can make Home- 
coming this year in September. Till next time, take 
care and stay in touch. Pat 
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Mary Egan Aleksiewicz 
CMEK@charter.net 
No news reported, despite ten of us gathered at 
Homecoming. 
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Golden Allen Mary Donnelly Hunter, Kathy 
Zeborah Miller, Ann Collins, Karen McGaughey 
Kallie, Mary Egan Aleksiewicz, Jeanie MacMil- 
lan, Angela Narkevicius Branon. 


1967 
Sarah Walsh 
swalshcpnp@gmail.com 


Mary Lu Carr 
mc45345@aol.com 


Elizabeth Maki 
makbeth41@yahoo.com 


Donna Breslin Medicus passed away March 19, 2020 


at age 74. Following her MGH graduation in 1967, 
she then enlisted in the U.S. Navy and volunteered 
to serve in a combat ICU stationed in Vietnam. She 
also served as an ICU nurse at various hospitals, 
including Boston City Hospital, and finished her 
nursing career at the VA Hospital in Bedford, MA. 
She is survived by her husband of 51 years and 
their son. 


1968 
No representative 


1969 


Kathleen Dolley 
Ktd31@comcast.net 


It is impossible to think that we celebrated our 
50th Anniversary last fall!! Walking into the 
White Lobby was like entering a lavish hotel, but I 
could still see the people who sat in chairs near 
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Mosley Rotunda every day. I often wondered if 
they were there visiting a relative or if they came 
for the companionship of watching the MGH 
world go by. 

It was a picture-perfect fall day with warm sun- 
shine as we enjoyed an excellent guest speaker 
followed by a reception on the Bulfinch lawn and 
a luncheon. Special thanks to Debbie Rehberg 
Hicks for her effort in coordinating the Friday 
evening reception and Homecoming. We all had 
such a great time!!! It was so nice to connect with 
old friends and with those from the other section 
that I didn't get to know well in school. 

Unfortunately didn't think to circulate a pad ask- 
ing where they’d traveled from and a little about 
their work history. 


I know that Sheila Sullivan and Linne McAleer 
traveled from California; Connie Michaelis 
Woods from Wyoming and Debbie Rehberg 
Hicks from South Carolina. Ann Burrell Tur- 
byne traveled from New Hampshire and was plan- 
ning a trip to Scotland and England in November 
with her brother James. He really enjoys history 
so is the perfect travel companion, particularly to 
Europe. 


Roberta Duplisea Pullen lives in Maine and 
was also planning a trip to Florida after the Holi- 
days. On one of our coldest winter days she 
wrote about the beautiful, warm weather as she 
relaxed in the pool. 


Noreen Drenzyk Marchant is also living in 
Maine. She, Ann, Roberta, Kathie Pazola and I 
had planned to meet in Portland for lunch but un- 
fortunately, the first winter storm changed our 
plans, but we are determined to do this in the 


spring. 


Kathie Pazola was kind to invite me for coffee 
about a week later. We had such a good 

time reminiscing about school and our time to- 
gether on Burnham 5. She keeps very busy with 
multiple activities and lecture tours at the Museum 
of Science weekly. We couldn't believe that we 
talked non-stop for 6 hours. Not too bad if you 
think of it as a little over an hour per decade!!! 
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Pat Mara Bose sent a wonderful note saying she 
and her husband Dick celebrated their SOth wed- 
ding anniversary on January 10th. They live in 
Rhode Island very close to their two children and 
six grandchildren which has allowed them to attend 
many of the kids' school and sports events. While 
Pat worked in an ICU, most of her career was spent 
in occupational health. She earned certification in 
OHN and case management and a BS in counsel- 
ing. She also held many positions in both the RI 
and Northeast Associations of OHN. After 
"retiring" three years ago, she became involved 
with AARP RI spending much time lobbying for 
the rights of the over 50 population. Pat and Dick 
also enjoy traveling and have visited many coun- 
tries including China, Europe, Mexico and Russia 
as well as areas within the United States. 


Sadly, Pat also shared that our classmate Jean 
Lalumiere Lambert passed away in June 2005. 
She and Jean stayed close friends after graduation 
and shared a love of Occupational Health Nursing. 
Paula Moynahan also mentioned that a second 
classmate, Peggy McCabe, also passed away sev- 
eral years ago. Belated but very sincere condolenc- 
es to their Families. 


Another wonderful note came from E. Jane 
McCarthy. Jane is a professor at the University of 
Florida primarily teaching doctoral students evi- 
dence-based practice and public health. She travels 
to Florida for approximately 3 weeks each semester 
and the rest is on-line from her home in Olney, 
Maryland. Jane spends many hours with her 6-year 
-old grandchild, Ava Elizabeth, and is active in 
church activities, swimming, gym and tennis. 


Joan Kerr McWilliams and Jane reconnected at 
Homecoming and realized that they were 
"neighbors" in Maryland. After Joan returned from 
a several week visit with her family in Woburn, 
MA, she and Jane caught up at a lunch at Jane's 
home. Joan is helping her son, Richard, with home 
renovations before he moves to Chicago. She re- 
cently visited with her daughter Carolyn in San 
Antonio, Texas. Carolyn is expecting a second 
daughter in April. Congratulations to Carolyn and 
her family and to Joan!! Joan has retired from 
nursing at the University of Maryland Midtown 
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campus. She is keeping busy with gym classes. 
church activities and her kids. 

I am very grateful to everyone who sent infor- 
mation about our class. For years, I wanted to see 
our class represented in The Record. | hope you en- 
joy reading it and will continue to send items for 
future Record issues. My very best to each of you. 
Most Sincerely, Kathy Dolley 


ktd3 1@comcast.net) 
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Frannie Kmiotek Piasecki 


muderwuder@aol.com 


Nancy Walls Schekman, age 69, passed away Sep- 
tember 7, 2017 after a twenty-year illness. 

She graduated from MGH in 1970. She married and 
settled with her husband in northern California 
where the couple raised two children. Her obituary 
provides few details but records that, “She will be 


remembered for her wit and strength as a profes- 
sional woman, but most of all for the unconditional 
love and laughter she shared with all who had the 
privilege of knowing her.” A childhood friend wrote 
in the guestbook, “| am so glad that | got to see her 
at our Stearns High School Class of 67 reunion in 
early July. | knew Nancy from our Aroostook Ave- 
nue neighborhood from the time | was four years 
old. | talked with her at the reunion and shared my 
memory of how five Millinocket, Maine girls went 
off to nursing school in Boston in 1967, three to 
MGH and two to St Elizabeth's. She was one of 
them. We were all fresh, smart, ambitious and want- 
ing to change the world." 


Class News 


Dear Class of 1970: 

You should have already received email or snail mail 
regarding our 50th Reunion on Saturday, September 
26 ,2020 at MGH hosted by the MGHNAA. Our 
Frances Kmiotek Piasecki 


muderwuder@aol.com 
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Grass Roots Committee needs your input and would 
appreciate a response for planning purposes as soon 
as possible. Remember to search for those memen- 
tos, photos, uniform, cap, pin, yearbook, to share 
and to renew old friendships. Also included in our 
letter was a list of over 30 classmates for whom we 
have no contact information...help us find those 
MIA so we can communicate. Looking forward to 
our September Homecoming! 

Shalom 


1971 


Donna Marwell Hovey 


dhovey028@gmail.com 


Susan Ruede Heuberger of Middlefield CT passed 
away July 20, 2019. Following her graduation from 
MGH in 1971 she enjoyed a long and fulfilling ca- 


reer as a nurse, first with the State of Connecticut 
and then with Hartford Healthcare after retiring 
from the State. She leaves two children and ex- 
tended family. She was a member of the Mid- 
dlefield Democratic Town Committee, Colonial 
Dames of the 17 Century, Women Descendants of 
the Ancient & Honorable Artillery Co, Associated 
Daughters of Early American Witches, and De- 
scendants of Cape Cod & the Islands. She also was 
for much of her life a member of and participant in 
fife and drum corps groups. 


Class News 


I keep in touch with Diane Landry Lawson, Gail 
Kelly McKinnon, Vareen O’ Keefe, [rene Schlei- 
cher McMahan and Jan Garrity. Irene lives in 
Maine and Gail and Jan spend summers in Maine. I 
am hoping we can connect this summer after we are 
finished with sheltering in place. Currently, Iam a 
DNP student at MGHIHP. It is such a wonderful 
experience. It is challenging, working full-time and 
carrying 9 credits. I have met so many wonderful 
colleagues and the faculty is phenomenal. It is a 


1971 
dynamic learning environment. 


Please send in your news. Sheila Burke and I 
have been brainstorming plans for our 50". We 
have started planning but need your input and 
help — 2021 is right around the corner. If you 
would like to be involved in the planning, please 
contact me at the above email address. No onsite 
meetings, everything can be done via emails. If 
you cannot participate but have thoughts or recom- 
mendations forward them to me. Take care and I 
look forward to your correspondence and recon- 
necting at Homecoming! 


1972 
No Representative 
1973 


No Representative 


Suzanne O'Loughlin passed away at her home Feb- 
ruary 4, 2020. She grew up in North Andover MA 
graduated from MGH in 1973. She continued her 


education, earning her BSN from Saint Joseph's 
College of Maine, and became an NP through the 
Albany Medical College Nurse Practitioner pro- 
gram. She worked in various settings throughout 
her career, including MGH, Holy Family Hospital in 
Methuen MA and Community Care Physicians 
Group in Latham NY where she spent over 30 
years. She leaves her husband, son and extended 
family members. 


Lizzie de Rham 


Iderham@comcast.net -aee 


A lovely portrait of Lisa aes 
Compagnone snapped at fieRdnm 
Homecoming 2019 by i 
Angela Branon, ’66 


1975 


Mary-Jane Pearson-Coakley 
maryjanecoakle ahoo.com 


From: Mary-Jane Coakley 
Subject: Re: MGHNAA News 

Two years into Retirement after 43 years as a 
Nurse, 42 at Tufts Medical Center. MGH was a 
great way to prepare for a career in Intensive Care 
Nursing and entry level management. We are in 
Bridgewater and Barnstable, MA. Husband Charlie 
working and a Professor at Boston College. Son 
Brad an Officer on an Oil Rig for Sea Drill. 
*Class of 1975: news items always welcome. 50th 
Reunion Approaching! 


1976 
Mary Larkin 
mlarkin1@mgh.harvard.edu 
No news 

1977 
Nancy Hanley Ryan 
mhson1977@gmail.com 
No news 

1978 
No Representative 

1979 


No Representative 


Maryellen Kelley, age 68, born and raised in 
Charlestown, passed away on March 9th, 2019. A 
graduate of the MGH School of Nursing in 1979, 
she stayed on and worked at the hospital for 35 
years as a private surgical nurse. She is survived by 
her brother and a large extended family. 


1979 
Class News 


Message from Mary McCauley when she received 
the NAA note seeking a class representative for 
1979: “Sorry, As the Nursing Director of an all- 
covid ICU, I can’t commit to anything right 

now. Stay Safe, Mary.” 


1980 


Mary Boss Withey 


Mary.Boss.withe mail.com 


Many members of the MGH SON class of 1980 are 
currently on the frontline providing care to patients 
afflicted with the Covid-19 virus. They represent 
the nursing profession at its best as they staff ICUs 
and field hospitals. We all owe them an incredible 
debt of gratitude for their compassionate and excep- 
tional care. I am sure that this list is incomplete but 
here are a few of my classmates who deserve recog- 
nition: Sarah Cromey Buck, Susan Doherty Ga- 
briel, Claire Solari Franks, Sheila Barrett, Patri- 
cia Joyce Coiro, Joan Edwards and Terry 
Kordis Nearhos. We admire and respect you and 
all nurses during this challenging time! Thank you. 
Mary Boss Withey 


1981 
Suzanne Collins 
suzcollins@charter.net 


JoannQuigley 
Joann.quigley@gmail.com 


From Ann Morris Zaia: Thanks so much for 
reaching out! It would be great to reconnect with 
the class of '81. Here is my latest update: 

After completing my PhD in 2013, my husband 
Dominic, sold his business and retired in 2014. We 
promptly moved to Central Florida to be with our 
daughter Nicole who runs our horse farms in Mont- 
brook FL and Dorset VT. For those of you who 
know me, retirement wasn't on my to do list so I 
took a job managing the University of Florida's 
Occupational Medicine Program for the last 5 
years. I continue to teach at UMass Boston in the 
online RN-BSN program in the evening and am 
now in my 15th year as a nursing educator. Addi- 
tionally, I have been teaching in Saudi Arabia at 
the Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University 
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in the capital city of Riyadh. I was asked to teach 
nursing leadership to the first advanced practice 
nurses in the history of the country and am proud 
tohave been part of this historic event empower- 
ing new woman providers. The students were won- 
derful and the experience was amazing. This year, 
because of COVID-19, I am teaching them online; 
an interesting challenge as online education is just 
being developed in Saudi Arabia. The students 
have embraced this new process and are fully en- 
gaged in the learning experience. In the fall of 2019 
I was offered an amazing opportunity to take the 
position of Director for Boston University's Occu- 
pational Health Program; an offer I could not pass 
up due to its excellent reputation and of course, the 
opportunity to return to Boston was one I couldn't 
pass up either! Our daughter Nicole is moving 
along in her academic career and, like her Mom, 
obtained masters degree in healthcare administra- 
tion and is now completing her PhD in organiza- 
tional and industrial psychology. Her dissertation 
work focuses on how EMRs create stress for 
healthcare providers and what can be done to im- 
prove this situation (something I think will benefit 
all of us). Dominic and I are also thrilled that Ni- 
cole has just accepted a Directorship at Boston 
Universities Student Health Center and will be 
working across the street from me soon! Dominic, 
along with our barn manager and farm employees, 
will now take over management of the horse farms 
with oversight from Nicole; so much for retire- 
ment! We are collecting many JetBlue miles as we 
all travel back and forth to be with each other; 
Dominic comes up during the week and we fly to 
Florida on the weekends. I think often about all of 
the wonderful career opportunities I have had be- 
cause of the amazing foundation MGH SON gave 
us, the lifelong friendships that we have built as a 
result, and how much I miss all of you. Hoping we 
can get together in the coming year. Wishing eve- 
ryone good health and well-being. Ann Zaia 


~IN MEMORIAM~ 


Doris Lindsay Jones 

Helen Nagleschmidt Geer 
Florence Davis Angley 
Laurianne Beaudette Graham 
Beatrice Roy Hosford 
Gertrude Snow Barr 
Elizabeth Crossland Matricaria 
Phyllis Wilbur Hanson 
Cleora Briggs Horton 
Carmela Bruno Hudson 
Muriel Grosvenor McNally 
Ruth Bartlett Williams 
Barbara Moulton 

Nettie Garrison Radford 

Rita Timms Winkworth 
Constance Smith Zullo 

Mary Conroy Cargill 
Elizabeth Whitney Gray 
June Cassels McCahill 
Maude Gritzmacher Dugan 


Frances Balchunas Gnong 


Julia Murphy Lent 


Esther Louise McMorran Mann 
Laura Shlums Morentz 
Marjorie Norcross Paulson 
Beatrice Britton Taplin 

M. Rita Trottier Walker 
Marian Waterhouse 
Charlotte Clark Plese 
Mary Joabim Poulin 
Muriel Poulin 

Irene Deschenes Pratt 

Jean Swart Robbie 

Edith Celley Rogers 
Dorothy Blanchard Thorne 
Elizabeth Keller Tinsman 
Shirley Boynton Cotter 


Unknown 

January 20, 2004 
November 10, 2010 
April 27, 2007 
March 31,2007 
January 15, 2020 
May 19, 2019 
Decembéty/ 220 17, 
January 2, 2020 
December 4722017 
February 25, 2014 
March 29, 2017 
October 29, 2009 
January 17, 2009 
February 23, 2010 
March 23, 2013 
March 4, 2013 

July 14, 2016 
March 14, 2013 
January 13, 2006 
September 29, 2017 
October 20, 2010 
March 26, 2019 
May 21, 2003 

May 7, 2015 
November 25, 2006 
September 30, 2013 
July 30, 2019 
February 28, 2012 
February 29, 2016 
September 6, 2019 
September 20, 2008 
January 1, 2013 
February 8, 2016 
October 18, 2006 
January 17, 2009 
December 4, 2018 


~IN MEMORIAM~ 


Ann Walsh Hinman 
Alyce Zeishner Jodice 
Jane Adams Watts 

Anita Humphrey Kester 
Helen Asiala Litwak 
Catherine Monaghan Parnell 
Barbara Gray Carleen 
Marianne Foster Cosgrove 
Irene Niedospal Curmi 
Alleyne Albrecht Foley 
Shirley Cartmill Harper 
Mary Salmi Korpinen 


Barbara Ransom MacDonald 


Rose Dailey McCorry 
Jeanne Cornoyer Peirce 
Eileen Sheehan Sandstrom 
Estelle Wallis Silverman 
Marjory Wescott Landrum 
Dorothy Johnson McCann 
Clara Skowyra Sellon 


Virginia Kelley Carey 
Kathleen Aylet Damuck 


Janet Snowman Duncan 


Joan Risser Ritts 

Agnes Ricketts Stephen 
Olga Sadotti Aasen 
Celia Egan Johnson 
Phyllis Lydon 

Anne O’Connor 

Joan Kelly Olson 
Constance Delorey Stevens 
Dolores (Dolly) Halden 
Carol Potter Shaw 
Helen Keskula Hultman 
Marie Donovan Kent 
Mary Penny Moran 
Donna Craddock Adams 


August 6, 2019 
September 8, 2017 
May 9, 2017 
August 19, 2019 
August 27, 2019 
March 16, 2016 
April 18, 2019 
October 31, 2013 
April 18, 2009 
November 18, 2006 
August 9, 2019 
December 9, 2018 
March 31, 2018 
April 19, 2011 
November 5, 2019 
August 29, 2018 
August 29, 2017 
April 4, 2017 
November 18, 2011 
January 11, 2019 
December 26, 2019 
July 2, 2017 
September 28, 2013 
September 16, 2015 
August 20, 2019 
March 9, 2018 
September 22, 2019 
January 2, 2019 
April 26, 2018 
November 1, 2019 
June 1, 2019 
December 28, 2013 
April 24, 2019 

July io, 2019 
March 28, 2018 
Unknown 

June 13, 2014 


~IN MEMORIAM~ 


Roberta Delutis David 
Rosemary Fitzgerald Dugard 
Patricia Ann Pevey 
Nancy Pierce McDonough 
Judith Hemsworth Grader 
Margaret Marx Aiken 
Shirley Modeen Bails 
Joan Collins Birch 
Carolyn McLeavey 
Susan Greenleaf Drainville 
Donna Campbell McCandless 
Donna Breslin Medicus 
Barbara Jurga 
Jean LaLumiere Lambert 
Nancy Wells Schekman 
Susan Ruede Heurberge 


Suzanne O’ Loughlin 


July 31, 2018 

July 2, 2019 

May 28,2019 
December 15, 2019 
December 9, 2019 
Unknown 

April 8, 2019 
September 16, 2016 
October, 2018 
November 13, 2015 
Unknown 

March 19, 2020 
Unknown 

June 27, 2005 
September 7, 2017 
July 20, 2019 
February 4, 2020 


Maryellen Kelley March 9, 2019 


: Nursing lost a pioneer of the profession when Anne (Montgomery) Hargreaves 
"Hl | passed away August 27, 2019 at age 95. A graduate of Boston City Hospital School 
4 | of Nursing in 1944, she served with the 135th Evacuation Hospital in France and Ger- 
| many, during World War II and was awarded a Battle Star, and recognition from the 
French Government several years later for her efforts with the allies. 
Hargreaves received both her degrees from Boston University and became a full 
Professor and Chairman of the Department of Psychiatry there. 
She has been renowned world-wide for pioneering the use of group dynamics for 
interpersonal relationships. She published the first article ever written on this type of 
intervention in the American Journal of Nursing in the early 50s on how to teach students to become 
group therapy leaders. Over her career she consulted with universities all over the world, and pub- 
lished over 50 articles. She received the first Frances Slanger Award which honors BCH alumnae who 
have advanced the practice of nursing during their career. (Editor’s note: Slanger, a 1937 BCH gradu- 
ate, was the only American nurse to die due to enemy fire in the European theater of World War II. 
See Wikipedia). She was a founding member the American Academy of Nursing, and served as presi- 
dent of the Massachusetts Nursing Association. 

She was a group therapist for Norfolk County House of Corrections and worked for 5 years in the pris- 
on system; she also served on the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission for Mental Health. She was 
made a fellow in the Harvard Medical School Laboratory of Community Psychiatry in 1973. In 1995, 
while working on her Certificate in Gerontological Social Policy in 1995 from UMass Boston, she in- 
terned at the Massachusetts Association of Older Americans and later was asked by president Elsie 
Frank to serve on their board; Anne herself later served as its president for 5 years. 

In 2006, Hargreaves received the Legend in Nursing Award from the Massachusetts Association of 


Registered Nurses and has also received recognition from the City of Boston and the State of Massa- 
chusetts. 


Annabella McCrae Loan Fund Application 


The loan fund is available to active members of the Alumnae Association to aid in further educa- 
tion in the field of nursing. A sum not exceed $12,000. may be borrowed per lifetime. Repayments 
are made on a monthly installment plan, due on the 10th of each month, commencing three months 
after completion of the program. Full details of the loan are available in the Alumnae Office. 


Name of Applicant: 
| (last) (first) (middle/maiden) 
Present Address: 


Telephone Number/Email Address: 

Permanent Address (if different from above): 

Date of graduation from MGH or MGH Institute: State currently registered: 
How long have you been an active member in the Alumnae Association? 
Have you applied for or received any other scholarship assistance? 

If so, please give sources, amounts and date received: 

Which College/university do you plan to attend? 

Tuition needed for course or semester: Credits: 
Attending full or part-time? Total credits earned to date: 
When do you anticipate receiving your degree? 

What degree are you working towards in nursing? Other field? 


What are your future plans in nursing? 


Education other than MGH/IHP 
College/University Address Dates Attended —_Credits/Degrees 


Professional Experience since Graduation from MGH/IHP: Include position, full or part time, 
agency and dates. Attach a separate sheet if needed. 


I have read the statements in this application and declare that to the best of my knowledge, they are 
correct. 


Signature Date 
Public Law 9338 makes it necessary to have a signature in order to look at your school records. 


Signing of this application gives the committee chairperson permission to look at your MGH or 
IHP school records, if necessary. Rev/2002 
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Massachusetts General Hospital Nurses Alumnae Association, Inc. 
Application for the Felicia Kulig Fullerton or Sally Johnson Scholarship 


General Requirements: 
Active member of the Alumnae Association (paid up dues for 2 years prior to applying and for the dura- 
tion of the scholarship). 
Application must be received preferably by May 1 or prior to the course of study. 
Scholarship to be returned if another full tuition grant is awarded. 
Preference will be given if the degree pursued is in Nursing. 
A copy of the course registration must be submitted before the check will be released. 
At the end of the semester, passing grades must be submitted showing the completion of course. 


Name of Applicant 
(last) (first) (middle/maiden) 
Present Address 


Telephone Number/Email Address 


Permanent Address (if different from above) 


Date of Graduation from MGH or IHP State currently registered in 
How long have you been an active member in the Alumnae? 

Have you applied for or received any other scholarship assistance? 

If so, please give sources, amounts and date received 

Which college/university do you plan to attend? 

Tuition needed for course or semester credits 
Attending full or part time? total credits earned to date 
Any portion of the course cost reimbursed by your employer? 

When do you anticipate receiving your degree? 

What degree are you working towards in Nursing? other field? 
What are your future plans in Nursing? 


Education other than MGH/IHP 
College/University Address Dates Attended — Credits/Degrees 


Professional Experience since Graduation from MGH/IHP: Include position, full or part time, 
agency and dates. Attach a separate sheet if needed. 


I have read the statements in this application and declare that to the best of my knowledge, they are 
correct. 


Signature Date 


Public Law 9338 makes it necessary to have a signature in order to look at your school records. 
Signing of this application gives the committee chairperson permission to look at your MGH or 
IHP school records, if necessary. 

Rev/2002 


PRICE LIST FOR GIFT ITEMS, 2020 


A newer item 1s a very limited edition of small blue 
enamel covered boxes with the 


Bulfinch on the cover and the hospital seal inside 
cover. The cost for each is $225.00 - contact the 
office for more information. 


Umbrella (nurse silhouctte)..7.2.....2). $15.00 
Tile (updated design of school pin).....$15.00 
Mug (clear glass, school pin)............ $10.00 
Mug (blue ceramic, school pin).........$10.00 
Note Cards & Envelopes: 
Bulfinch, school song inside, 6ct.....$10.00 
Nursessilhouettes 10ctx.08 6. ithe: $10.00 
Sundial: 

Blackesé; whites Gctrs ate $10.00 

Colorss 2-50 cachs ono eee $6.00 
MGH School Pin Note Pads: 

SC CUDA Peuees cee ne 2/$5.00 
JESSIE IE SNOT E Wk joc eeoe ee kee $20.00 
Suncatcmen (Olle Or aimDen) ssa. acces. $15.00 
Scarf 20x20 cream/gold with caps.......... $30.00 
Ie yeRIN CU SCHOO Oil) ake aoe $20.00 
Enamel Box (limited edition)............. $225.00 
Books: 

Ai@entennialiReview 2 ..0...4- 2 $10.00 

The Next Twenty-five Years........... $15.00 

Atv Alumirdeslpibutey. ee reer «ok ores $15.00 
All three for just $30.00 

MGH Nursingat200me. wenn...) $25.00 


Most items can be viewed on the web page and all are available at Homecoming and CE events. 


Orders may be placed by phone, mail or email to the address below. Allow 3 weeks for deliv- 
ery and include $11.00 for shipping individual items. If ordering multiple items please check 
with the NAA office for postage rates. 


MGHNAA; PO Box 6234; Boston, MA 02114 
(617)726-3144 mghnursealumnae@partners.org 
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TWO CENTURIES OF CARING 


MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL 
NURSING at TWO HUNDRED 


MGH Nursing at 200 is a joint venture of the MGH Department of Nursing and your MGH NAA. It was 
published in May, 2011 to honor the hospital’s bicentennial and is available at $25.00 per copy through the NAA 
office. 

The Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing (STTI) has named MGH Nursing at Two Hun- 
dred the 2013 recipient of the Society’s Nursing Media Award for Print. This International Award for Nursing 
Excellence honors both the MGH Department of Nursing and the MGH Nurses’ Alumnae Association and was 
presented during the Society’s 42nd Biennial Convention in Indianapolis, IN, marking STTI’s 90™ anniversary 
and bringing together more than 2,000 professionals representing approximately 30 countries. The Society re- 
gards MGH Nursing at Two Hundred as an excellent reflection of the profession of nursing and of MGH nurses. 


This Award-winning book, with local, national and international recognition, 
is one you should not miss. Makes a great gift too! 


Voices of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital 1950-2000 is a small book 
of compiled “wise sayings, sober 
advice, clever aphorisms, purpose- 
ful humor, meaningful wit and 
touching anecdotes” known around 
the MGH during the last half of the 
twentieth century, illuminating the 
culture of the hospital. 

From the Barnes & Noble descrip- 
tion: “..a remarkable display of the 
respect, admiration and affection 
the doctors and nurses of the MGH 
have for one another.” Alumnae will recognize many of their col- 
leagues from over the years in this volume compiled by Drs. Ste- 
phen Dretler, Lloyd Axelrod & Williard Daggett, and Georgia 
Peirce from the nursing side. 

A sample of quotes: “I’ve often heard it said - as a matter of 
teaching or polite persuasion - there’s the right way, the wrong 
way and the MGH way,” Carol Ghiloni, RN. “Nursing represents 
the heart and soul of this hospital.” Peter Slavin, President, MGH. 
Widely available. 


Voices 
of the 


Massachusetts 
General Hospital 
1950-2000 
Wit, Wisdom and Untold Tales 
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